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CALENDAR

July 17 (Fri.) and July 18 (Sat.)
Program for kids.

Celebrating Seeds at the Placerville

library. See page 5 for time and more

detail.

July 28 (Tuesday)

Program.
Pine hill plants. See note to right for
details.

July 30 (Thursday)

Work day.
Weed pulling in the Pine Hill Preserve.
See inside for details.

August 8 (Saturday)

Second Saturday Walk.
Monitor Pass. Details and sign up at:
https://eldoradocnps.org/events/
monitor-pass-field-trip/

September 17 (Thursday)

Online book club.
Hosted by Central Sierra Chapter
CNPS from 6-7:30 pm. See page 5 for
details.

September 22 (Tuesday)

Chapter program.
Stan lverson on Benthic Macroinverte-
brates (BMI) in Sierra mountain
streams. 7 pm at the Cameron Park
Community Center.

October 1-4 and October 10 & 11
Twice yearly plant sale.

Online sale October 1-4. Plant pick up

at Wakamatsu Farm on October 10

or 11. Initial information inside and

more detail to follow in next newslet-

ter.

October 11 (Sunday)

Festival.
The Art of Native Plants from 10 am
to 2 pm at Wakamatsu Farm, Placer-
ville. See inside for details.

JULY 28 PROGRAM
CONSERVATION AND STUDIES OF THE RARE PLANTS OF
PINE HILL

We are privileged to live near one of the world’s botanical hotspots on the lands sur-
rounding Pine Hill in western El Dorado County. This area is home to over 700 plant
species, five of which are protected under the federal Endangered Species Act . This
area and the rare plants have been the subject of much research (see: https://
eldoradocnps.org/plant-places/plant-hotspots/pine-hill-preserve/) and conservation ef-
forts by our Chapter https://eldoradocnps.org/native-habitat/conservation/current-
conservation-issues/).

For this program, Vice President Dr. Debra Ayres, and Conservation Chair Dr. Sue Brit-
ting, will combine forces to provide an overview of the science and politics of conserv-
ing our unique botanical heritage. The meeting is on Tuesday, at 7pm, at the Cameron
Park Community Center (2502 Country Club Dr, Cameron Park, CA ) and is free to
everyone.

Rare Species
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LEEK SPRINGS ECOLOGICAL RESERVE THREATENED BY INVASIVE DAISY

Many of you have probably heard of, or
perhaps visited, Leek Springs Ecological
Reserve (also known as Leek Springs
Meadow). It is a beautiful 92 acre mead-
ow along Mormon Emigrant Trail (MET),
about two miles west of Highway 88.
The meadow’s Spring and Summer wild-
flower displays are amazing. The Reserve
was acquired about twenty-five years ago
with the help of the American River Con-
servancy, and is owned and managed by
the California Department of Fish &
Wildlife. The integrity and Eden-like at-
mosphere of this special place are now
seriously threatened by the attempted
invasion and takeover of a real Franken-
plant called Leucanthemum wvulgare -
common name Ox-eye Daisy.

For many years, there had been a known
small population of Ox-eye Daisy next to
a private cabin near the Reserve, and
along an adjacent seasonal creek that
flows into the meadow. Over a twenty
five-year period, the population did not
seem to be growing any larger or denser,
or getting closer to the meadow, so it
was left alone. This situation changed
radically with the 2021 Caldor Fire. Un-
known to most of us, the non-native Ox-
eye Daisy had also been growing well
uphill of Leek Springs Meadow, and over
the years had established a large seed
bank. The large, old trees and shrubs had
kept the Ox-eyes in check for decades, by
starving it of sunlight, water and miner-

or Fire of 2021. Photo: S. Perry.

The Ox-eye Daisy population above Leek Springs Meadow, which exploded flowing

als, but now those trees and shrubs were
mostly dead, and the Ox-eyes took full
advantage of the situation. The popula-
tion exploded. Instead of a few little,
bedraggled plants, there were thousands
and thousands of them, all blooming like
crazy, and spreading seeds with horrify-
ing speed. These plants are perennial, can
spread from surprisingly large and woody
rhizomes, can produce flowers their first
year, and can produce an enormous
number of long-lived seeds. With climate
change, the area gets less snow and more
flooding rains than it used to. This means
that a lot of those seeds are carried into
the creek that drains the hill, and down
that creek towards Leek Springs meadow.

Researchers say foragers will not eat the
Ox-eyes, because they taste bad, and irri-
tate the nose and the legs of wild animals
as well as livestock. Because neither in-
sects nor mammals can eat them, they are
basically useless on the forest. They re-
place many species that offer better nec-
tar and pollen rewards to insects than the
Ox-eyes do. Ox-eye Daisies behave like a
parasite on the landscape, taking much
and giving nothing in return. In post-fire
conditions, they can form a monoculture
with shocking speed. That is why a few
members of the El Dorado chapter are
fighting them. Our allies are the native
shrubs that are starting to shade the in-
vaders out in a few spots, the native
grasses and forbs that compete with them

F f

Top: A first-year Ox-eye Daisy, which
may produce 2000-4000 or more seeds
in one year. Bottom: A second year Ox-
eye Daisy showing the leaves as well as a
root system that hasn’t developed much
of a rhizome yet Photos: S. Perry.

for resources, and the little fir seedlings
that will one day be giants.

There is currently no biological control
for our enemy, and chemical weedkillers
are not really an option in this location,
so we fight with our hands and
handtools, digging up plants and yanking
flower heads before they can produce
seeds. In the years since the Caldor Fire,
we have made a lot of progress; in the
first couple years, our volunteers spent
many hours pulling out thousands of tiny
Ox-eye Daisy plants growing in the creek
close to the preserve before they could
get big enough to do harm. Now, that
spot, and everywhere around the cabin,
is much cleaner than it was. We cursed
and sweated while gouging out dinner-
plate-sized rhizomes, and the number of

(cont. page 3)
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OX-EYE DAISY (cont. from page
2

huge rhizomes has gone way down, so
the pulling goes quicker.

We are doing this work not just because
we love Leek Springs Meadow, but be-
cause the threat of a pretty much perma-
nent loss of fertility (the millions of plants
that nothing can eat, replacing the plants
they could eat) does not affect only the
Eldorado National Forest. If we do noth-
ing, it will affect every place down-
stream. It is already in a lot of creeks, and
are growing along the Silver Fork of the
American River southeast of China Flat. If
you drive along the southern half of Sil-
ver Fork Road in the next few weeks
you’ll see thousands of Ox-eye Daises in
bloom. It is possible that within five or
six years, people will be finding it down
in the foothills, forming monocultures in
all the waterways and meadows down
there. If the bugs no longer find the plant
species they can eat and digest, because
they have been replaced by the Ox-eye
Daisy, then the lizards, frogs and foxes
will not have enough bugs to eat, and
the birds will not have enough protein-
rich bugs to feed their babies so those
babies can grow up strong and healthy.
Biodiversity will diminish, and whenever
that happens, the world we live in be-
comes less beautiful, less fertile and more
fragile. In 1931, part of China suffered a
natural disaster; catastrophic and wide-
spread flooding. Estimates of human
deaths vary from 2 million to 5 million.
Most of the deaths were not from
drowning, but from the downstream ef-
fects of the flooding. Roads and bridges
were destroyed, lack of normal sanitation
caused numerous disease outbreaks, food
crops were covered with mud and muck,
which meant many people starved, and
desperate people sometimes turned
against each other. We mention this trag-
edy because the Ox-eye Daisy invasion is
on its way to becoming a widespread
ecological disaster, one of those things
the next generation says “Why didn’t
they do something about it before it got
this bad?”

Members of our CNPS chapter are doing
something about it. We are spending one
day a week killing Ox-eye Daisies, and
we feel great about that! We are making
progress, but not fast enough. We need

the 2021 fire. Photo: S. Perry.

more volunteers. If you would like to
help, we would love to have you -
please contact us here: https://
eldoradocnps.org/contacts/ginna-meyer/.
Our weeding happens in a very pretty
post-fire place. There are wildflowers all
summer long. The weather up there is
definitely cooler than down in the foot-
hills. And, you might even make some
new friends J.

A few years after the acquisition, mem-
bers of the chapter discovered a popula-
tion of Ox-eye Daisy (Leucanthemum
vulgare) near a private cabin near the
Reserve, and along a seasonal creek that
flows into the meadow. Since then, chap-
ter members have been to that area al-
most every year, digging up the plants
between the road that runs along the
north side of the Reserve and the mead-
ow. These daisies are perennial, can
spread from rhizomes, may have a deep
tap-root, and produce seeds that germi-
nate for as long as twenty years in the
soil.

To make matters worse, the 2021 Caldor
Fire that affected the area directly north
of the Reserve, has caused the population
of these plants to increase exponentially
in the last several years. The Ox-eye dai-
sies now have far more sun, soil mois-
ture, and fertilizer from the fire than they
ever had before, and they’re taking full
advantage of it. The hillside north of the
spot that threatens the meadow, an area
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of five to ten acres, is covered with
patches of daisies this year with conserva-
tive estimates of thousands of plants and
tens of thousands of flowers. So far, there
are no biological controls available to
fight the invasion of these plants. Re-
growth of the native forbs, shrubs, grass-
es and trees may eventually reduce the
spread of these plants, but in the mean-
time, we’re limited to mechanical control
— digging up the plants and removing the
flower heads before they set seeds.

The larger problems of the spread of Ox-
eye daisies in the Eldorado National For-
est can be seen along Silver Fork Road
and Mormon Emigrant Trail. Meadows
and hillsides covered by Ox-eye daisies
become useless for both wildlife and live-
stock. The daisies reportedly don’t taste
good, and irritate the noses and legs of
foraging animals. And without foraging
animals, the daisies spread that much
more, until they fill in the entire area.

So, if you'd like to help us fight these
aggressively invasive daisies, we’d love to
have you. The weather up there is cooler
than the valley, some great views, and
some interesting wildflowers blooming
throughout the summer. And you’ll meet
some very nice, hard-working people.
Fill out the contact form at our website
(https://eldoradocnps.org/contacts/ginna-
meyer/) and write "Leek Springs" in the
subject line, if you are interested in join-
ing the work parties.

* page 3


https://eldoradocnps.org/contacts/ginna-meyer/
https://eldoradocnps.org/contacts/ginna-meyer/

MORE ON THE SCHOOL GARDEN FRONT!

Buckeye Elementary School students got their hands in the dirt
recently, planting native plants. Our chapter, through the
George Clark Youth Fund, provided a $500 grant to the
school. A big thank you to Robin and Chris at CNPS Sacramen-
to nursery, who gave us a tour of the nursery in Rancho Cordo-
va and allowed the school to purchase the plants. Buckeye has a
unique garden area that includes outdoor education seating, a
small pond, and pathways with sensory experiences for the stu-
dents. Thank you, also, to Stephanie, who battled the poison
oak into submission, created the pathways, selected the plants
and supervised the students' planting activities. However,
Stephanie is moving on to another school. If anyone is interest-
ed in helping in this beautiful garden at Buckeye Elementary in
Shingle Springs, please contact Jennifer: https://
eldoradocnps.org/education-outreach/clark-youth-fund/.

4~

natives. Photos: Stephannie.

BUG: BIODIVERSITY IN URBAN GARDENS

Make a difference through CNPS’s new community science initia-
tive. Native plants are the foundation of life—not just in their
natural habitats but in the places where we live, work, and play.
Now, you can help us better understand the relationship between
native plants and biodiversity in your own community.

Join community scientists across California in a new Biodiversity
in Urban Gardens (BUG) statewide study of native plants and the
wildlife they support. Your observations of native bees, birds, but-
terflies, and other wildlife interacting with native plants will pro-
vide much-needed on-the-ground data about the relationship be-
tween native plants and wildlife and help all of us better advocate

for biodiversity in urban areas. Sign Up fOI' the BUG initiative

This study is part of the BUG Initiative, which links community toda 1
science, public policy, research, and civic action to foster biodiver- Y-
sity in urban landscapes.

For more information on BUG and to sign up for check out this CNPS website: https://www.cnps.org/education/bug
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REMEMBERING A FRIEND OF
THE CHAPTER:
MIKE TAYLOR

Mike Taylor passed away on Tuesday,
July 7, 2026. He was a colleague and
friend to many of us who worked for the
Eldorado National Forest and had been a

member of the El Dorado Chapter of
CNPS for many years. Mike worked as a
botanist and as Forest Botanist from the
mid-90s until his retirement at the end of
2007. He came to us from tree improve-
ment at the nursery, a career he began

a supportive and dear friend, and a lover
of dogs, the outdoors, gardening and
propagating trees from seeds at this
place. We had been on hikes with
him in the Slate Mountain area, Traverse
Creek Botanical Special Interest Area,
along One Eye Creek, and the El Dorado
National Forest.

He is survived by his wife Dee and his
three “adopted” kids with whom he was
very supportive - Summer Myers, Melody
Bettencourt, and Elijah Vogel. He en-
joyed being grandpa to Everest, Adalyn,
and Joy. His current dog is named

i "Babe".

Services will be arranged in the future,
possibly on Mike’s birthday, September 8.

after his earlier service in Vietnam. Part of | 3

his job entailed climbing trees with lad-
ders (and guts) which he continued to do
on his property in Swansboro. Mike was

ONLINE Book CLuB HOSTED BY
CNPS CHAPTER

THE STATE OF

WATER

Central Sierra Chapter CNPS, our neighbor to the
south, holds a periodic book club online. The next
session is Thursday, September 17 from 6-7:30 pm.
They will be talking about 7he State of Water by

Obi Kaufman. The meetings are conducted by
ZOOM and all are welcome.

To receive the ZOOM link, send an email to central-
sierra@CNPS.org and type BOOK GROUP in the

OBl KAUFMANN
-
) s
N

subject line.

CELEBRATING SEEDS!

Last year September 7th was designated
by CNPS as California Biodiversity
Day. Instead of concentrating on plants
and insects we (Tal and Bill Blackburn and
Cindy Podsiadlo) decided to wuse
seeds. The Placerville Library liked our
idea and joined us by advertising the
event for September 10th from 1-5 pm.

This was a celebration of our SMART
AND SNEAKY SEEDS. We distributed free
seeds and explored how they travel like
plant space capsules from one place to
another.

Our chapter will be back to celebrate bio-
diversity at the Placerville library on July
17th at 11:00 am and July 18th at 11:30
am. We will be talking about native
plants, biodiversity, and about seeds and
how to plant seeds in containers to take
home. We will have some photos show-
ing what they look like when in flower.
This is for all ages. Please join us in this
fun event. Contact Cindy Podsiadlo if
you would like to help: clpodsiad-

lo@yahoo.com

SAVE THE DATE:
ONLINE NATIVE PLANT SALE

The chapter will be holding our fall online
plant sale from 8 AM on October 1 to 5
pm on October 4. You will have two op-
tions to pick up your plants at Wakamatsu
Farm on either Saturday, October 10 (11
am to 2 pm) or Sunday, October 11 (10
am to 2 pm, and see next page for con-
current event “Art of Native Plants” at
Wakamatsu Farm). You will be able to
specify your pick up date when you order
your plants.

More details and a link to the online sale
will be provided on our website closer to
the sale date and in the next newsletter.
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For more info go to:
bit.ly/ArtNativePlants2026

L (/ /)((’ Or scan the QR code -

THE ART OF

NATIVE PLANTS

during Open Farm Day with American River Conservancy
in collaboration with the El Dorado Chapter of the
California Native Plant Society.

Oct. 11, 2026 10:00am - 2:00pm

Location: Wakamatsu Farm
941 Cold Springs Road Placerville, CA 96567

Speaker, Storytelling, & Music: 11:30 to 1:00

. ’/("((IUTU’!(/ El Dorado Chapter
X CALIFORNIA NATIVE

’ lﬁ PLANT SOCIETY
| I M. Kat Anqersen .
v—D\ author of Tending the Wild

signing her new book ~ | Sing to the Earth and She Sings Back

Miwok Storyteller

Kimberly ShiningStar Petree Sﬁ/y
@—\ﬁ Music by Hither & Yon

»* DISCOVER * LEARN  SHOP
Immerse yourself Visit information booths Purchase native plants,
in the Farm's ponds, featuring local experts to seeds, art, & merchandise to
woodlands, & gardens to learn about biodiversity & help support a sustainable
discover native plants as related topics. View artists' future.
cultural allies & ecological work & demonstrations
anchors. Join in hands-on inspired by native flora.
activities for all ages.
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INVASIVE WEED REMOVAL
AT PINE HILL PRESERVE

Over the past several years, we have
made great progress controlling invasive
plant species that threaten the habitats of
the rare and other native species of Pine
Hill Preserve. One lesson that we have
learned, is that follow-up during the
growing season and from year to year is
essential for controlling, and sometimes
even eliminating invasive species from
targeted areas. For example, at one area
in the Cameron Park Unit of the Preserve
that had large stands of stinkwort

(Dittrichia graveolens), we had a good
crew of chapter members remove bags
and bags of this problematical weed (see
the “Plant Page” about this species on the

California Invasive Plant Council website:
cal-ipc.org). This June, it took only two
volunteers just two hours to clear out the
stinkwort that grew there this year. We
will follow-up this effort with a visit again
in July to pull what may have grown
since, and once again next year. This
should effectively eliminate stinkwort
from this area, giving the native plants
more opportunity to successfully expand
their populations, thereby improving hab-
itat for the native critters and other life as
well.

On Thursday, July 30, we will focus on
additional areas in the Cameron Park Unit
of Pine Hill Preserve that have had stink-
wort and other non-native plant inva-
sions. Please join us and sign up at our
website to participate: https://

CNPS SECOND SATURDAYS!

Meet up with fellow native plant enthusi-
asts at our “CNPS Second Saturdays”!
These in-person gatherings feature hands-
on, interactive activities to foster commu-
nity building for native plant lovers. See
below for what’s in store for the coming
months.

Our CNPS Second Saturday events will be

held on the 2nd Saturday of each month,

10 AM — noon (or most of the day for

some hikes). Home base will be the

Placerville Library, though location will

likely vary for certain walks or other place

-based events.

Upcoming Events:

Aug 8 — Botany hike — Monitor Pass.
More detail and to sign up see: https://
eldoradocnps.org/events/monitor-pass-

September 12 — Ginna Meyers is present-
ing Conifers of California. Placerville
Library, 10 AM-12 PM.

October 10 — Volunteer at fall plant sale.
Wakamatsu Farm, 11 AM-2 PM.

November 14 — Book discussion — 7he
Light Eaters. Placerville Library, 10 AM-
12 PM.

December 12 — Native Plant wreath mak-
ing. Placerville Library, 10 AM-12 PM.

We would love feedback on other topics
you’re interested in. Please contact our
committee:
Kaitlin Lubetkin klubetkin@gmail.com
Alice Cantelow alicecante-
low@gmail.com
Ola Jane Gow olajane@gmail.com

field-trip/
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SEPTEMBER 22 PROGRAM
BENTHIC MACROINVERTE-
BRATES IN SIERRA MOUNTAIN
STREAMS

Join Stan lverson, author of Hector
the Helgrammite, in a talk about
aquatic insects in Sierra mountain
streams. He will discuss the kinds of
aquatic insects found in these streams,
their ecology, and importance of these
insects to water quality.

This program will begin at 7 pm (in-
person) at a meeting room in the
Cameron Park Community Service
District Office.

eldoradocnps.org/events/invasive-weed-
removal-at-pine-hill-preserve/ Our weed-
ing volunteers receive one complementary
plant of their choice from the fall Chapter
Plant Sale. Snacks and cold drinks are pro-
vided at the conclusion of the morning’s
work. Another big plus for participation is
the opportunity to get to know the rare

B and other native plant species of Pine Hill

Preserve.

Thank you to all the volunteers that have
already helped with these efforts in the
past and that continue to give their time
and effort to these essential projects!

WILDFIRE AND YOUR HOME

Got your home resilience project for this
summer? Check out this good home fire
hardening video centering around LA
fires of 2025: https://
www.youtube.com/watch?
v=PiX9t wovEY (PBS, 1 hr.)

Big Takeaways: Think of it not as a wild-
fire problem, but a home ignition prob-
lem. Fire weather (heat and wind) we
can’t control. Our house we can control.
Mostly about urban fire spread, but
don’t miss explanation (at min 17:00) of
standard wildland-urban interface fire-
fighter procedures.
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El Dorado Chapter

P.O. Box 1948

: REGULAR PROGRAMS :
Evening programs (with occasional :
: exceptions) are held on the fourth :
: Tuesday of January, March, May,
July, September, and November. :
: Beginning 7 PM, the program may ‘:
i be in-person or via Zoom. Check
i for specific details at: htips://
1 www.eldoradocnps.ory/. :
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For Updates Visit Us on the Web
www.eldoradoCNPS.org and

ﬂ eldoradoCNPS

m CALIFORNIA
R

NATIVE PLANT SOCIETY

DEDICATED TO THE
PRESERVATION OF
CALIFORNIA’S NATIVE FLORA

The California Native Plant Society is a
statewide nonprofit organization of ama-
teurs and professionals with a common
interest in California's native plants. The
mission of the Society is to conserve Cali-
fornia native plants and their natural hab-
itats, and increase understanding, appreci-
ation, and horticultural use of native
plants. Membership is open to all.

Membership includes the journal Artemi-
sfa, quarterly magazine, Flora, which
gives statewide news and announcements
of Society activities and conservation is-
sues, and the chapter newsletter Gold
Field Notes. To join, call our main office
in Sacramento, (916) 447-2677, or visit
www.cnps.org to join online.

Placerville, CA 95667

California Native Plant Society

CHAPTER OFFICERS AND COMMITTEE CHAIRS

Contact Chapter Leadership at web.eldoradocnps@gmail.com
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