GOLD FIELD NOTES

EL DORADO CHAPTER & CALIFORNIA NATIVE PLANT SOCIETY & MAY-JUNE 2026

CALENDAR

May 9 (Saturday)

Program.
The Underground Revolution: Restor-
ing Nature’s Balance. 10 am to noon;
doors open at 9:45 am at the Cameron
Park Community Service District. See
article to right for details.

May 9 (Saturday)

Plant walk.
Pine Hill. See inside for details and link
to sign up.

May 16 (Saturday)

Plant walk.
Cameron Park Unit, Pine Hill Preserve.
See inside for details and link to sign

up.

May 17 (Sunday)

Plant walk.
CNPS Ambassador native plant ramble.
See appended flyer for details.

May 21 (Thursday)

Book talk and reading.
Kat Anderson on her new book. See
inside and appended flyer for details.

May 22 (Friday)

Plant walk.
Lava caps, See inside for details and link
to sign up.

June 6 (Saturday)

Plant walk.
Pine Hill. See inside for details and link
to sign up.

June 13 (Saturday)

Second Saturday.
Smartphone plant photography work-
shop with Lisa Couper. See page 4 for
details.

Evening programs (with occasional excep-
tions) are held on the fourth Tuesday of
January, March, May, July, September,
and November. Beginning 7 PM, the
program may be in-person or via Zoom.
Check for specific details at: https://
www.eldoradocnps.org/.
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Saturday, May 9 from 10:00 am to 12:00 pm (Doors open at 9:45)
Cameron Park Community Services District 2502 Country Club Drive, Cameron Park

Join the El Dorado Chapter of the California Native Plant Society for an eye-opening
conversation about the living systems that sustain us, and the people working to pro-
tect and restore them.

We're on a mission to awaken a deeper understanding of native plants and the vital
role they play in sustaining life. We aim to shift how people see and live with nature,
recognizing that native habitat is not just beautiful, but essential. Our goal is to mobi-
lize individuals to take responsibility for restoring what has been lost and protecting
what remains. This special event brings together two inspiring speakers who share our
mission. International keynote speaker and two-time TEDx presenter Renee Murphy
explores how the systems we see in nature offer powerful models for designing more
sustainable landscapes and communities. Renee will be joined by botanist and digital
creator Jessie Dickson (known online as SacramentoFoodForest), whose grassroots con-
servation work has inspired thousands of young advocates to protect native landscapes.
Together they connect restoration science with real-world action, showing how pro-
tecting biodiversity begins both underground and in our communities.

The event is free and open to the public. (A $5 donation at the event is appreciated to
help cover costs.) Register at https://TheUndergroundRevolution.eventbrite.com to
guarantee your seat.

COME READY TO LEARN. LEAVE READY TO GROW THE CHANGE.

Jessie Dickson (left) and Renee Murphy (right). Photo: C. Lewis.
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TAKING UP THE CARBON NEUTRAL PLEDGE

We, members of CNPS, are champions
for native plants in our community — our
efforts ripple out supporting pollinators,
birds, and other wild creatures who
thrive here: from our pine forests, oak
woodlands and chaparral to our own
gardens. Even as we enjoy and conserve
our home ground, our activities release
carbon dioxide into the atmosphere.

It is the incremental work of many peo-
ple (like our chapter members) that con-
tributes to a slowing of global tempera-
ture change. Compensating for our re-
lease of carbon by storing more carbon is
one way to limit the increase in global
temperature. One might think, why try
when all there seems to be is bad news?
We try because doing even a little thing
now gives more breathing time for native
plants and people, so adjustments can be

made to the changing conditions or
movement to new suitable locations.

CHAPTER CARBON OFFSET DONATION FOR
FIsCAL YEAR 2025

This year we cumulatively traveled
21,120 miles for an estimated release of
10 tons of carbon dioxide. In January the
chapter board approved a motion to
donate $180 (10 tons of carbon offsets)
towards Native's "From Woaste to Fuel:
Improving Agriculture and Livelihoods in
East Africa”. We have donated to this
project for the last 3 years. It is a biogas
and cookstove project for farmers in
Uganda which reduces methane emissions
from manure. “Methane is more than 28
times as potent as carbon dioxide at trap-
ping heat in the atmosphere... achieving
significant reductions would have a rapid

and significant effect on atmospheric
warming potential...” (https://

www.epa.gov/gmi/importance-
methane ). Reducing methane is a 28:1
super win-win proposition.

& native

For more specific information on the pro-
ject we are supporting, go to https://
native.eco/project/waste-to-fuel-
improving-agriculture-livelihoods-
uganda/. For quick overall “2025 year in
review” including all Native projects, see
infographic below. Methane projects are
noted in yellow.

A local Ugandan farmer and small biodigester. This
project helps farmers improve their livelihoods by
turning organic waste produced on the farm into a
valuable resource. Photo: native.

INTERESTED IN A LOCAL TREE PLANTING EVENT?

Carbon offsets are an inexpensive way for us to meet our car-
bon neutral pledge: $180 was less than 1% of the chapter’s an-
nual expenditures. Also, we can afford offsets and easily fund
all of our other programs. Some members, however, have in-
quired about creating a local event that centers upon native
plants and sequesters carbon (i.e. a community planting)...

...S0 we are investigating local oak planting projects that our
chapter might support with expertise, time and money. We are
currently in conversation with the El Dorado Community Ser-
vices District about planting blue oaks in Wild Oaks Park locat-
ed along El Dorado Hills Blvd. If you are interested in being a

part of this effort either by helping develop the project, helping
to plant acorns next fall or just letting us you think of such ef-
forts, please let us know. Your input is important and can be
made through the “Contact” link on our website (https://
eldoradocnps.org/about-us/contact-us/).

And so, this is how we put our chapter’s carbon neutral pledge
into action! We aim to work with others to both celebrate na-
tive plants, conserve biodiversity, and slow global temperature
change.

Tal Blackburn
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SPRING PLANT WALKS

We are planning field trips to places
“old” (where we’ve previously visited!)
and new for this coming spring. With the
recent rains, our flowering friends should
be awesome this spring, and so we’re
looking forward to “getting out there”
with you!

For details about these field trips, ques-
tions, and to sign up, go to: https://
eldoradocnps.org/news-events/field-trips/

Stebbins morning-glory (Calystegia
stebbinsii) and flower visitors at Kanaka
Valley Unit, Pine Hill Preserve. Photo: L.
Couper.

Spring 2026 Pine Hill Preserve Tours
(May 9, May 16, and June 6)

May 9, we’ll visit Pine Hill itself with Lisa
for enjoying the plant and bird life at this
iconic unit for the Preserve, including rare
plants, such as the beautiful Pine Hill
Flannelbush (Fremontodendron decum-
bens). Later, on May 16, a visit to the

Pine Hill flannelbush (Fremontodendron

California thrasher in chamise at Cameron
Park Unit, Pine Hill Preserve. Photo: L.
Couper.

Cameron Park unit of the Preserve will
find us exploring a three-acre area
burned in the 2020 fire started by sparks
from a vehicle on the adjacent Highway
50. The chaparral plant communities of
the Preserve are dependent on fire for
regeneration, so we’ll see plant species
that have returned either from seed or
sprouts, or both! Finally, on June 6 we’ll
return to Pine Hill for an exploration of
plants, birds, and pollinators! Lisa Couper
and Landon Eldredge, Pine Hill Preserve
Biological Technician and insect
(especially native bees) pollinator expert,
will point out the critters on the plants as
we climb the hill road to the top, where
we’ll appreciate the incredible views and
California Department of Fish and Wild-
life interpretive signs about the unique
life of the Hill habitats.

Layne’s butterweed (Packera layneae)
and bumblebee at Pine Hill Unit, Pine
Hill Preserve. Photo: L. Couper.

decumbens) at Pine Hill, Pine Hill Pre-
serve. Photo: V. Meyer.

Lava Caps,, Eldorado National Forest

Join Shellie and Steve Perry on Friday,
May 22 for a tour of lava caps in the
Eldorado National. Lava caps are open
rocky areas on ridgetops or ridge ends
within the forest, and especially on Pea-
vine Ridge. Among these lichen-covered
rocks and manzanita skeletons are wonder-
ful displays of annual and perennial wild-
flo ers. These wildflo ers include the yel-
low bur Navarretia (Navarretia prolifera ssp.
lutea), and the Pleasant Valley Mariposa lily
(Calochortus clavatus var. avius).

Also, if you have ideas about places
you'd like to wvisit with a field trip
through our chapter program, just send
Ginna an email from our website.

Happy field trip season!
Ginna Meyer

Bell’s sparrow at Morning Glory Hill,
Kanaka Valley Unit, Pine Hill Preserve.
Photo: L. Couper.

Worentit on chamise at Cameron Park
Unit, Pine Hill Preserve. Photo: L.
Couper.
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CNPS SECOND SATURDAYS — NEW!

Want to meet up with fellow native plant enthusiasts? Come join us for the El Dora-
do chapter’s new “CNPS Second Saturdays™! These will be in-person gatherings with
hands-on, interactive activities to foster community building for native plant lovers.
Come for a plant ID workshop to get close up looks through the microscope and
practice keying out using Jepson manuals, join us for a book club discussion of a plant
-related book, take a workshop to improve your smartphone plant photos, come into
the field to forage for native plants with members of local indigenous tribes, or pro-
pose your own favorite topic and we’ll add it to the schedule!

Our CNPS Second Saturday events will be held on the 2nd Saturday of each month, 10
AM — noon (or most of the day for some hikes). Home base will be the Placerville
Library, though location will likely vary for certain walks or other place-based events.
We have much of our first year scheduled but would love feedback on other topics
you're interested in. Please contact our committee:

Kaitlin Lubetkin klubetkin@gmail.com

Alice Cantelow alicecantelow @gmail.com

Ola Jane Gow olajane@gmail.com

Planned Events:

JuLy 28 PROGRAM

THE PINE HILL PRESERVE:
HISTORY, RESEARCH AND
CONSERVAITON

Join Deb Ayres and Sue Britting for an
update on activities in the Pine Hill
Preserve, an area designated for the
protection and conservation of the
rare plant species that occur in the
Cameron Park to Salmon Fals area of
El Dorado County.

This program will begin at 7 pm (in-
person) at a meeting room in the
Cameron Park Community Service
District Office.

Navarretia viscidula ssp. purpurea. Photo: L. Couper.

May 9t — Join the talk on “The Underground Revolution: Restor-
ing what sustains us” described elsewhere in the newsletter
(Cameron Park CSD, 10-12:30). See page 1 of this newsletter for
details.

June 13t — Smartphone plant photography workshop with Lisa
Couper (Placerville Library and the Nature Nook, 10 AM). You
too can take wonderful photos with just the smartphone that’s
already in your pocket. Whether your goal is beautiful botanical
photos or detailed close ups for plant or insect identification,
come learn tips and practice to improve your plant photography.
Bring your smartphone and join us for fun, learning, and lots of
photos at the Nature Nook with local chapter member and plant
photographer extraordinaire, Lisa Couper. Maybe we’ll even get
to see some fairy moths!

July 11t — Botany hike — place TBD - Sly Park Lake?

Aug 8 — Botany hike — place TBD — Meiss Col?

September 12t — TBD

October 10* — Volunteer for the chapter’s Fall Plant Sale
(tentatively at Building C)

November 14t — Book discussion — The Light Eaters (tentatively at
the Placerville Library, 10 AM)

December 12t — Native Plant wreath making (tentatively at the
Placerville Library)

UPCOMING EVENTS AT PATRICIA CARPENTER’S NATIVE GARDEN

CNPS Garden Ambassador Patricia is hosting two events this month. RSVP and sign up is required for each event and details are

available in the flyers are appended to this newsletter.

Sunday, May 17, 9 AM to 2 PM, rain or shive

Thursday, May 21, 9 AM to 12 PM

You are invited to enjoy Patricia’s native garden on a typical = Autor Kat Anderson will talk about her new book / Sing to the
late spring day. The garden, a secluded 1-acre wild escape on  Earth and She Sings Back and share a reading. A discussion and
the slough, is located west of Davis. Started in 2005, it now  book signing will follow.

features about 400 species and cultivars of California native
plants. Visit Patricia’s Garden Ambassador profile to learn more
about this garden, access a map, and view a plant list!
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P.O. Box 1948
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For Updates Visit Us on the Web
www.eldoradoCNPS.org and

eldoradoCNPS

DEDICATED TO THE
PRESERVATION OF
CALIFORNIA’S NATIVE FLORA

The California Native Plant Society is a
statewide nonprofit organization of ama-
teurs and professionals with a common
interest in California's native plants. The
mission of the Society is to conserve Cali-
fornia native plants and their natural hab-
itats, and increase understanding, appreci-
ation, and horticultural use of native
plants. Membership is open to all.

Membership includes the journal Artemi-
sia, quarterly magazine, Flora, which
gives statewide news and announcements
of Society activities and conservation is-
sues, and the chapter newsletter Gold
Field Notes. To join, call our main office
in Sacramento, (916) 447-2677, or visit
www.cnps.org to join online.

Placerville, CA 95667

California Native Plant Society

CHAPTER OFFICERS AND COMMITTEE CHAIRS

Contact Chapter Leadership at web.eldoradocnps@gmail.com

PRESIDENT CO-CHAIRS

VICE PRESIDENT

SECRETARY

TREASURER

CONSERVATION CO-CHAIRS

SCIENCE COMMITTEE CO-CHAIRS

CLARK YOUTH FUND
CARBON NEUREAL PLEDGE
FIELD TRIPS

INVASIVE EXOTICS CO-CHAIRS

LIBRARY DEMO GARDEN CO-CHAIRS

MEMBERSHIP

PLANT SALE CHAIR AND HORTICULTURE
PROGRAMS

RARE PLANTS

VOLUNTEER COORDINATOR
COMMUNICATIONS

WEBMASTER

NEWSLETTER

KIT VEERKAMP
Madeline Franke
Debra Ayres

Sue Wallace

Ola Jane Gow
Lester Lubetkin
Sue Britting

Deb Ayres
Ginna Meyer
Jenifer Tucker
TAL BLACKBURN
Ginna Meyer
Debra Ayres
Ginna Meyer
Cindy Podsiadlo
Madeline Franke
Christie Johnson
Vacant

Kit Veerkamp
Debra Ayres
Vacant
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Kathleen Barco
Deborah Nicolls
Sue Britting
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CNPS Garden Ambassador Seasonal Garden Visit
Sunday, May 17t 9:00 am - 2:00 pm RAIN or SHINE

RSVP required Sign-up HERE

For more information or to sign up and receive a map:
https://www.cnps.org/event/cnps-garden-ambassador-seasonal-garden-visits-rsvp-only-2

May 2025 -- Mountain pride blue witch, Matilija poppy, scarlet monkeyflower, narrow leaf mule ears. (Beth Savidge photos)

Patricia Carpenter’s Seasonal Late Spring Ramble

You are invited to enjoy Patricia’s native garden on a typical late spring day. The garden, a secluded
1-acre wild escape on the slough, is located west of Davis. Started in 2005, it now features about 400
species and cultivars of California native plants. Visit Patricia’s Garden Ambassador profile to learn
more about this garden, access a map, view a plant list, and take a virtual tour!

Highlights:
e Late spring color. The desert area begins to come alive.
e The many geophytes in the garden should be blooming — although this is not a typical year.
e Observe seasonal maintenance, pruning, seed collecting, and plant propagation.

Stop by any time between 9:00 am and 2:00 pm RAIN or SHINE

for the self-guided garden ramble. Maps available for use onsite. UNFORTUNATELY
MIRADAE MOBILE NURSERY
Optional short orientation and Q&A gathering with Patricia CAN’T JOIN US THIS RAMBLE

at 10 am and 12 noon. We will meet near the check-in table.

Although masks are optional, please respect distancing and mask wearing of other visitors.
Sturdy shoes advised. No dogs, please. Composting toilet available.
You are welcome to bring a lunch or snack. The non-native garden will be open to view as well.

Patricia’s CNPS Garden Ambassador profile:
https://www.cnps.org/gardening/patricia-carpenters-davis-garden-2-12725
Contact: Patricia Carpenter pcarpenter.flower@gmail.com
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Special Event in Patricia Carpenter’s Native Garden Thursday, May 21 -- 9am to 12pm

Registration required to receive
details, address and map

https://www.cnps.org/events

< This 2005 book was a great
help when learning about native
plants -- their indigenous uses
and management

This is Kat Anderson’s >
new book
HER TALK BEGINS AT 9:45 AM

When Patricia Carpenter started her native garden in 2005, she knew about Kat’s book because she had previously
read a few of her articles. She joined Kat for a talk at a bookstore and has a well-used first edition signed copy.

Now, over 20 years later, she is hosting Kat Anderson, in her one-acre mature native garden. Kat will talk about her
new book and share a reading. A discussion and book signing to follow.

Before the talk, a guided walk with Patricia, CNPS Native Garden Ambassador, is available in the native garden on
the slough. Her profile: https://www.cnps.org/gardening/patricia-carpenters-davis-garden-2-12725
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