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CALENDAR 
 
January 25 (Sunday) 
  Winter garden ramble. 
CNPS garden ambassador at location 
in Davis. See p. 4 and attached flyer 
for details. 
 
January 27 (Tuesday) 
  Program. 
Gardening in Fire Landscapes. See 
details to the right. 
 
January 30 (Friday) 
  Plant walk. 
Fungi hunting at Magnolia Ranch. See 
page 5 for details. 
 
February date TBD 
  Plant walk. 
Vernal pools at Mather Field in Ran-
cho Cordova. Check chapter website 
for specific date. See page 5 for more 
details.  
 
February 14 (Saturday) 
  Plant walk.  
Fabulous fungi at Dry Creek Hills Pre-
serve. For details and to register: sac-
ramentovalleyconservancy.org/event/
fungi-20260214/ 
 
April 21 (Tuesday) 
  Plant walk, 
Tour the vernal pools at Jepson Prai-
rie Preserve. See page 5 for more de-
tails.  
 
 
 
 
Evening programs (with occasional 
exceptions) are held on the fourth 
Tuesday of January, March, May, 
July, September, and November.  
Beginning 7 PM, the program may be 
in-person or via Zoom. Check for 
spec i f i c  de ta i l s  a t :  h t tp s : / /
www.eldoradocnps.org/. 

JANUARY 27 PROGRAM  
GARDENING IN FIRE LANDSCAPES 
 
Join a video presentation by the authors of Firescaping Your Home: A Manual for 
Readiness in Wildfire Country. Based on the book, the presentation is a practical guide 
for homeowners in fire-prone areas, offering strategies to create defensible space using 
fire-resistant native plants, harden homes against embers, and manage vegetation for 
both fire safety and habitat health.   
 
Rachel Schleiger, MS, is a plant ecologist who specializes in restoration ecology. She has 

lived in the Sierra Nevada Foothills 
most of her life. Her family and prop-
erty survived the 2018 Camp Fire. 
She has developed curricula to teach 
about wildfire, both in-person and 
online through Butte College. She is 
currently a faculty lecturer at both 
Butte College and California State 
University, Chico. 

Adrienne Edwards, PhD, is a botanist, 
plant ecologist, garden designer, and 
environmental consultant. She began 
her botanical odyssey in the South-
east, spent time botanizing in the 
Midwest, and since 2006 has lived 
and worked in northern California. 
With over 35 years of experience 
teaching, researching, and consulting, 
plants continue to inspire her passion. 
She is currently a faculty lecturer at 
California State University, Chico. 
 
This program begins at 7 pm. The 

ZOOM link can be accessed by registering at this link:  
https://tinyurl.com/01-27-2026-EDC-CNPS-meet  
 
For more information about the ideas in this talk, refer to their book (https://
www.amazon.com/Firescaping-Your-Home-Readiness-Wildfire/dp/1643261355)  
where they provide expert guidance and specific recommendations on how to harden 
your home against fire and create defensible space that is lush and attractive. They also 
provide in-depth native plant lists of hundreds of species that have evolved to coexist 
with fire in the West, and show how and why including these on your property sus-
tains wildlife and can actually be your most powerful defense.    



We, members of CNPS, are champions 
for native plants in our community – our 
efforts ripple out supporting pollinators, 
birds, and other wild creatures who 
thrive here: from our pine forests, oak 
woodlands and chaparral to our own 
gardens. Even as we enjoy and conserve 
our home ground, our activities release 
carbon dioxide into the atmosphere. 
 
It is the incremental work of many peo-
ple (like our chapter members) that con-
tributes to a slowing of global tempera-
ture change. Compensating for our re-
lease of carbon by storing more carbon is 
one way to limit the increase in global 
temperature. One might think, why try 
when all there seems to be is bad news? 
We try because doing even a little thing 
now gives more breathing time for native 
plants and people, so adjustments can be 
made to the changing conditions or 
movement to new suitable locations. 
 

CHAPTER CARBON FOOTPRINT ESTIMATE 
AND CARBON OFFSET FOR FY 2025  

Car travel is the primary source of carbon 
release that we track. Our plant sales, 
weed pulls, hikes, meetings, outreach 
events, and other activities all require 
that we travel by car and therefore emit 
carbon. Mileage estimates for the plant 
sale were improved this year with infor-
mation about the city associated with 
each plant sale order. This year we cumu-
latively traveled 21,120 miles for an esti-
mated release of 10 tons of carbon diox-
ide. The chapter board has budgeted 
$200 dollars to purchase carbon offsets. 
The specific offsets to be purchased will 
be discussed at the January board meet-
ing. Your input is important and can be 
made through the “Contact” link on our 
website (https://eldoradocnps.org/about-
us/contact-us/). 
 

STATEWIDE CNPS PROGRESS  
The statewide CNPS appears to be me-
thodically making good on its promise to 
become carbon neutral by 2030. For in-
stance, for several years each chapter has 
been asked to estimate transportation 
miles driven by volunteers (in addition to 
volunteer hours). There have been some 
discussions at the Chapter Council meet-
ings regarding the costs of carbon offsets 
to meet their pledge (about $4000 
statewide per year). As we approach 

2030, it will become clearer how our 
chapter’s effort will mesh with the 
statewide CNPS efforts. 
 

THE GLOBAL PICTURE: COP30  
Our work on carbon neutrality comple-
ments the worldwide efforts of nations, 
governments, and millions of other peo-
ple. The UN Framework Convention on 
Climate Change (UNFCCC) is  
the core international treaty for global 
climate action. Adopted in 1992, it aims 
to stabilize greenhouse gas (GHG) con-
centrations to prevent dangerous human 
interference with the climate system. The 
treaty established a process for negotia-
tions and agreements like the Kyoto Pro-
tocol and Paris Agreement to guide coun-
tries in reducing emissions and adapting 
to impacts. It provides the framework for 
annual Conferences of the Parties (COPs) 
where nations discuss and advance cli-
mate policies, emphasizing principles like 
common but differentiated responsibili-
ties.  
 

The thirtieth COP was held in November 
2025 in Belem, Brazil. COP30 was at-
tended by nearly 200 countries, plus ob-
servers, scientists, and industry lobby-
ists. Sadly, the United State of America 
was one of only four nations in the 
world that did not send a formal delega-
tion, but California sent a delegation and 
was an active participant (https://
w w w . n p r . o r g / 2 0 2 5 / 1 1 / 1 4 / n x - s 1 -
5602325/the-u-s-didnt-send-delegates-to-
cop30-but-california-is-filling-the-void). 
Jon Biemer, a mechanical engineer and 
author of Our Journey to Sustainability: 
How Everyday Heroes Make a Difference 
(2024), attended some sessions remotely 
and offered the following highlights: 
 

Since the Paris Agreement ten years 
ago, our global warming trajectory 
has changed from 4.0C temperature 
rise to 2.5C to 3.0C by the end of 

the century. This is not the 1.5C aspi-
ration set in Paris, but it is real life-
and-death progress. As Senator John 
Kerry said, every tenth of a degree 
counts. He signed the Paris Agree-
ment in 2015 for the U.S.  
 
The current Trump Administration’s 
embracing of fossil interests cannot 
stop the global transition to renewa-
bles. One of the legacies of the 
Obama Administration was to bring 
China into the COP process. In many 
ways China has taken the lead on 
renewable energy.  
 
Eighty nations supported the 
Roadmap for Transition Away from 
Fossil Fuels (TAFF), including most of 
Europe and major nations in South 
America. A separate conference, host-
ed by Columbia and The Nether-
lands, will be convened next April 
(2026) to focus on this topic. While 
the TAFF concept did not make the 
final consensus document, it now has 
a coalition of the willing to foster its 
development and possible implemen-
tation.  
 

Closing remarks from UN Climate 
Change Executive Secretary Simon Stiell 
optimistically summed up the conference, 
“We knew this COP would take place in 
stormy political waters. Denial, division 
and geopolitics has dealt international 
cooperation some heavy blows this year.  
But friends. COP30 showed that climate 
cooperation is alive and kicking, keeping 
humanity in the fight for a livable planet, 
with a firm resolve to keep 1.5C within 
reach. I’m not saying we’re winning the 
climate fight. But we are undeniably still 
in it, and we are fighting back. Here in 
Belem, nations chose solidarity, science, 
and economic common sense.” 
 
And so, this is the global context for our 
chapter’s carbon neutral pledge. We aim 
to work with others to both celebrate 
native plants, conserve biodiversity, and 
slow global temperature change. 
 

Tal Blackburn and  
Sue Britting 

 
For more information on COP30 see: 
https://unfccc.int/cop30 

TAKING UP THE CARBON NEUTRAL PLEDGE AND SLOWING GLOBAL TEMPERATURE CHANGE 

_______________________ 
  

Gold Field Notes • El Dorado Chapter • JANUARY-FEBRUARY • page  2 



New last month from Heyday Books and Sierra College Press, 
Flowering Plants of the Sierra Nevada: A Photographic Guide to 
Over 1000 Wildflowers is much more than a photographic 
guidebook. The extended introduction addresses Native People 
and their uses of flowering plants, along with sections that ori-
ent readers to climate, geography, and geophysical features. 
Add to this the elevation charts and the overview of geology 
and soils by ecological zone, and the result is a compact primer 
on the natural sciences of the Sierra Nevada. This very com-
plete, well-designed guide by authors Joanna Clines and Stephen 
Sharnoff offers a sequential introduction that serves as an accessi-
ble overview and a valuable reference for identifying wildflow-
ers. 
 
From this excellent orientation, the authors move into key ele-
ments of botany, providing essential structure for building 
strong identification skills with a focus on flowering plants 
throughout the Sierra. The combination of photographs, illustra-
tions, and charts makes this a useful guide for almost any natu-
ralist. Clear illustrations demystify terms like “ligulate head” and 
“compound umbel”—precise descriptions that simplify flower-
ing-plant identification and turn it into a process of elemental 
deduction. This is often lacking in wildflower identification 
books that rely primarily on images. (Who knew that a com-
pound umbel could make identifying a plant so straightfor-
ward!) 
 
“What does this book include? About half of the vascular plant 
species found in the U.S. occur in California—some 5,500 spe-
cies, counting both native and introduced ones; about 3,500 of 
these occur in the Sierra Nevada. This book covers some 950 
species of wildflowers throughout the Sierra Nevada.” —Peter 
H. Raven, from the foreword to Flowering Plants of the Sierra 
Nevada: A Photographic Guide to Over 1000 Wildflowers 
 
This thoroughly researched and highly readable guide draws 
deeply from the authors’ long history with the region, reflecting 
years of accumulated experience and a shared family love of the 
Sierra and its abundant wildflowers. In many respects, Flowering 
Plants of the Sierra Nevada is a multigenerational amalgam of 
science, observation, and passion for the region’s wild beauty. 
 
In the foreword, Peter H. Raven, President Emeritus of the Mis-
souri Botanical Garden, discusses his family’s connection to the 
Sierra and the “Range of Light,” touching on the work of John 
Thomas Howell, Curator of Botany at the California Academy 
of Sciences, and his dedication to collecting and accurately iden-
tifying the diverse plants of this unique region—one that is both 
fragile and resilient. Raven notes that Howell would be pleased 
to see this compendium of information compiled and readily 
available. 
 
“The Sierra Nevada runs for some 400 miles north and south 
through eastern California, extending from the Cascades south  
 

to the Mojave Desert; it covers about a quarter of the state’s 
land area. The mountains are about 80 miles wide at Lake Ta-
hoe, where the range straddles the Nevada border, and 50 miles 
wide in the south. The Sierra Nevada separates the high desert 
basins to the east from the Great Valley of California to the 
west, rising steeply from the desert and sloping more gently 
down to the valley. Huge cliffs and slopes of amazing silvery 
granitic rocks dominate much of the Sierra, which led the early 
naturalist and conservationist John Muir to give it the lasting 
name ‘the Range of Light,’ a lovely and apt term that helped 
bring the mountains to the attention of a wider public.” —Peter 
H. Raven 
 
This book encourages readers to observe keenly and, one hopes, 
tread lightly. 
 
Book by Joanna Clines and Stephen Sharnoff, Heyday Books 
and Sierra College Press, Flexi-bound, 10 x 7, 608 pages | Pub 
Date: Dec. 9, 2025 ISBN: 9781597146876 (https://
www.heydaybooks.com/catalog/flowering-plants-of-the-sierra-
nevada/) _______________________ 
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BOOK REVIEW: FLOWERING PLANTS OF THE SIERRA NEVADA: A PHOTOGRAPHIC GUIDE 
TO OVER 1000 WILDFLOWERS  
Editor’s note: This book review is reprinted with permission from the reviewer Pamela Biery and Yubanet.com.   



_______________________ 
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SCHOOL GARDENS ARE 
GROWING! 
  
Students at Edwin Markham Middle 
School were busy planting native plants 
purchased at our fall plant sale to ex-
pand their garden, adding pollinator-
friendly plants to the garden plots and 
along the fenced edges.  This garden 
began last spring with a tremendous 
make-over by industrious students dig-
ging up weeds and spreading decom-
posed granite pathways.  The garden 

has now evolved into numerous 
ground-level plantings of native herba-
ceous flowers and shrubs, raised beds 
and a vegetable garden. The school 
received grant monies from our Clark 
Youth Fund grant, originally established 
in memory of past president George 
Clark, to introduce the marvels of na-
tive plants to our children.  For further 
information, please refer to our website 
under About Us/Clark Youth Fund. 
 

Jennifer Tucker 
Clark Youth Fund Coordinator 

Above and to the left: The garden is 
expanding at Edwin Markham Mid-
dle School. Photos: G. Gallup  

NATIVE GARDEN RAMBLE 
 
Rain and cooler temperatures – the slough is full again.  Win-
ter fungi are everywhere! 
 
Join the California Native Plant Society (CNPS) Garden Am-
bassador for the WINTER Seasonal Native Garden Ramble on 
Sunday, January 25th. See flyer appended to end of newslet-
ter for more details. To register and receive a map: https://
www.cnps.org/event/cnps-garden-ambassador-seasonal-
garden-visits-rsvp-only-2 
  
Remember - you may visit the VERGE garden on the bike 
path anytime! Park on County Road 97, just off Russell Blvd, 
Davis. 
 Red berries on the Toyon on the verge. Photo: Beth Savidge. 



 

 

EARLY SEASON PLANT 
WALKS FOR 2026 
 
Early field trip season is upon us, and our 
thoughts take us to beautiful places green 
with grass and with hints of color just 
beginning, promising later resplendence. 
So, off we go to explore whatever we 
can find and enjoy!  
 
Because of all the wonderful moisture 
we’ve been receiving from above, fol-
lowed by days of rather warmish temps 
and bits of sun, we are blessed as we 
were in 2024 with a plethora of fungal 
fruiting bodies of many kinds. So, we 
must go fungi hunting (not for foraging, 
just admiring)! Lisa Couper, our most 
well-rounded and knowledgeable natu-
ralist, will be joining us in the hunt at 
Magnolia Ranch on Friday, January 30. 
She will also be leading “Fantastic Fungi” 
on Valentine’s Day - a Saturday this year 
- at Deer Creek Hills for the Sacramento 

Valley Conservancy – see their website to 
sign up! Which fungal fruiting bodies pop 
up is highly variable, from week to week 
and from year to year, even at the same 
location. This speaks to the incredible 
fungal diversity hidden in the soil; just 
because you haven’t seen a fruiting body 
from a particular species doesn’t mean it 
isn’t present – just the right set of condi-

tions for the fruiting body to grow may 
not have yet occurred! 
 
In February, we’ll make a foray amongst 
winter phase vernal pools at the Illa M. 
Collin Conservation Preserve (formerly 
the Mather Preserve), which is just south 
of Mather Regional Park in Rancho Cor-
dova. The pools should still be inundated 
and we’ll be able to see the aquatic 
plants that like the wintry “wet phase” of 
the pools, including water starwort 
(Callitriche species), spikerush (Eleocharis 
macrostachya), and, perhaps, even the 
rare legenere (Legenere limosa). A date 
for this trip has not yet been selected, so 
check out “Field Trips” on our website 
later this month or at the beginning of 
February to sign up. 
 
Our trip to the “Mather Pools” in 
February will be an awesome pre-
view and contrast with an awe-
some opportunity to see a differ-
ent type of vernal pools at Jepson 
Prairie Preserve south of Dixon. 
The pools at Rancho Cordova are 
hardpan pools with a water-
restricting soil horizon of indurat-
ed minerals, whereas the water-
restricting horizon at Jepson Prai-
rie is a thick claypan. The soil at 
Jepson Prairie is more alkaline 
than that at the “Mather Pools”, 
and this affects the composition of 

the plant communities. Charlie Russell, an 
incredible wildflower photographer and 
volunteer with the Solano Land Trust 
which manages and owns the land of 
Jepson Prairie Preserve, will lead our tour 
of the Preserve on Tuesday, April 21st. 
This promises to be unique opportunity 
to see and explore areas of the Preserve 
not open to visitors except through do-
cent-led tours. April is generally the peak 
time for the spring phase wildflower dis-
plays in the pools. There will be gorgeous 
upland wildflowers to admire, too. Char-
lie will also be able to “dip” with a net in 
still-inundated Orcutt Lake so that we 
may be able to see some of the rare ver-
nal pool wildlife, including tadpole 
shrimp and tiger salamander larvae. 
 
The already scheduled field trips above, 
as well as those yet to be scheduled – 
including our yearly Pine Hill Preserve 
tours, will be posted on our “Field Trips” 
page of our website soon. Once posted, 
you’ll be able to sign up online. Our field 
trips are limited to 20 participants and 
are very popular, so don’t delay! Our 
field trips are open to all, including kids 
that are accompanied by an adult and 
are capable of the anticipated walk. 
We’re looking forward to 2026 adven-
tures with you! See the “Field Trips” tile 
at eldoradocnps.org. Questions? Email 
Ginna from the “Field Trips” page. 

MARCH 24 PROGRAM  
 
To be determined. Check next news-
letter and website for details on date 
and content. 

_______________________ 
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Apricot jelly, Guepinia hevelloides in 
incense cedar duff at Magnolia Ranch 
last November. Photo: V. Meyer 

Jack-o’-lantern, Omphalotus olivascens 
in Shingle Springs last November. Photo: 
V. Meyer 

Vernal pool during “peak” spring phase at Illa 
M. Collin Preserve (Mather Vernal Pool Pre-
serve) March, 2022. Photo: V. Meyer 



El Dorado Chapter 
California Native Plant Society 
P.O. Box 1948 
Placerville, CA  95667 

January-February 2026 

DEDICATED TO THE  
PRESERVATION OF  

CALIFORNIA’S NATIVE FLORA 
 

The California Native Plant Society is a 
statewide nonprofit organization of ama-
teurs and professionals with a common 
interest in California's native plants.  The 
mission of the Society is to conserve Cali-
fornia native plants and their natural hab-
itats, and increase understanding, appreci-
ation, and horticultural use of native 
plants. Membership is open to all. 
 
Membership includes the journal Artemi-
sia, quarterly magazine, Flora, which 
gives statewide news and announcements 
of Society activities and conservation is-
sues, and the chapter newsletter Gold 
Field Notes.  To join, call our main office 
in Sacramento, (916) 447-2677, or visit 
www.cnps.org to join online. 

CHAPTER OFFICERS AND COMMITTEE CHAIRS 
Contact Chapter Leadership at web.eldoradocnps@gmail.com 
 
PRESIDENT  Vacant   
VICE PRESIDENT  Debra Ayres    
SECRETARY  Sue Wallace 
TREASURER  Ola Jane Gow   
CONSERVATION CO-CHAIRS Lester Lubetkin  
 Sue Britting   
SCIENCE COMMITTEE CO-CHAIRS Deb Ayres 
 Ginna Meyer 
CLARK YOUTH FUND  Jenifer Tucker   
CARBON NEUREAL PLEDGE TAL BLACKBURN 
FIELD TRIPS  Ginna Meyer    
INVASIVE EXOTICS CO-CHAIRS Debra Ayres 
 Ginna Meyer  
LIBRARY DEMO GARDEN CO-CHAIRS Cindy Podsiadlo   
 Madeline Franke 
 Christie Johnson 
MEMBERSHIP    Vacant  
PLANT SALE CHAIR AND HORTICULTURE Kit Veerkamp   
PROGRAMS  Debra Ayres     
RARE PLANTS Vacant   
VOLUNTEER COORDINATOR Vacant  
COMMUNICATIONS Kathleen Barco  
WEBMASTER  Deborah Nicolls  
NEWSLETTER     Sue Britting    

For Updates Visit Us on the Web 
www.eldoradoCNPS.org and 

 
                eldoradoCNPS 



CNPS Garden Ambassador Seasonal Garden Visit 
 

Sunday, January 25th    11 am - 3 pm    RAIN or SHINE 
 

RSVP required   Sign-up   HERE                             

For more information or to sign up and receive a map: 
https://www.cnps.org/event/cnps-garden-ambassador-seasonal-garden-visits-rsvp-only-2 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 

                 Native color and flowers in January?   Very often!   Pink manzanita flowers, yellow bush  
                                poppy flower and a cluster of pink sugarbush buds.    (Beth Savidge photos) 
  

Patricia Carpenter’s Seasonal Winter Ramble  
 

You are invited to enjoy Patricia’s native garden on a typical cold winter day.  The garden, a secluded        
1-acre wild escape on the slough, is located west of Davis.   Started in 2005, it now features about 400 
species and cultivars of California native plants.  Visit Patricia’s Garden Ambassador profile to learn 
more about this garden, access a map, view a plant list, and take a virtual tour! 
 

Highlights:  

• Winter growth, wildlife, birds, fungi and emerging wildflowers.  

• Color, form and texture of the trees, flowers, berries, leaves and bark.  

• Observe seasonal maintenance -- pruning, cutting back, planting and pest control. 
 

Stop by any time between 11:00 am and 3:00 pm RAIN or SHINE       
for the self-guided garden ramble. Maps available for use onsite.            
 

Optional short orientation and Q&A gathering with Patricia    
at 12 noon and 2 pm.  We will meet near the check-in table. 
         
Sturdy shoes advised. No dogs, please.  Composting toilet available.  
Although masks are optional, please respect distancing and mask wearing of other visitors.  
You are welcome to bring a lunch or snack.  The non-native garden will be open to view as well. 
  

Patricia’s CNPS Garden Ambassador profile:    
       https://www.cnps.org/gardening/patricia-carpenters-davis-garden-2-12725  
Contact:     Patricia Carpenter    pcarpenter.flower@gmail.com   

MIRIDAE MOBILE PLANT 

NURSERY WILL BE HERE 

AGAIN 

WWW.MIRIDAEMOBILENU

RSERY.COM  

 

https://www.cnps.org/event/cnps-garden-ambassador-seasonal-garden-visits-rsvp-only-2
https://www.cnps.org/event/cnps-garden-ambassador-seasonal-garden-visits-rsvp-only-2
https://www.cnps.org/gardening/patricia-carpenters-davis-garden-12725
https://www.cnps.org/gardening/patricia-carpenters-davis-garden-2-12725
mailto:pcarpenter.flower@gmail.com
http://www.miridaemobilenursery.com/
http://www.miridaemobilenursery.com/

