GOLD FIELD NOTES

EL DORADO CHAPTER & CALIFORNIA NATIVE PLANT SOCIETY & SEPTEMBER-OCTOBER 2025

CALENDAR

September 7 (Sunday)

Workshop.

Smart and Sneaky Seeds. Outside at
Placerville Library (345 Fair Lane,
Placerville). Free, all ages event .
Drop in anytime between 1-5 pm.
For details see note inside.

September 11-14 and 20-21

Twice yearly plant sale.
Online sale September 11-14, and pick
-up on September 20 or 21 at Waka-
matsu Farm (941 Cold Springs Road,
Placerville). See details inside.

September 20 (Saturday)
Program.

Keystone Plants with Michelle Fullner
of the Golden State Naturalist pod-
cast . Program begins at 10 am in
Auburn at the Regional Park Lakeside
Room (3770 Richardson Dr., Au-
burn). Register in advance. Additional
details to right.

September 21 (Sunday)

Festival.
RIPE AREA: The Art of Native Plants
Festival at Wakamatsu Farm , 941
Cold Springs Rd., Placerville, from 10
am to 4 pm. Details inside this news-
letter and at bit.ly/RIPEAREA25.

Available Anytime Via Internet!
Botanical programs.

View past presentations from the
Friends of the Chico Herbarium:
http://friendsoftheahartherbarium.org/
presentation-series

Evening programs (with occasional excep-
tions) are held on the fourth Tuesday of
January, March, May, July, September,
and November. The program begins at 7
PM and may be in-person or hosted via
Zoom. Check the chapter website for
details on Zoom link and location
(https.//www.eldoradocnps.org/).
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For our September chapter program, we invite you to -~ n! 1

join Michelle Fullner of the Golden State Naturalist podcast T~a ~ 1
(https://www.goldenstatenaturalist.com/) for her presentation about Keystone

plants and how they benefit the ecosystem. This program is hosted by the Redbud
Chapter CNPS and will be on Saturday, September 20 (10 am) at the Regional Park
Lakeside Room in Auburn (3770 Richardson Dr., Auburn). The room is next to the Re-
gional Gym.

It’s a story we hear more often all the time: Growing native plants brings the butterflies
to the yard. And the bees. And the birds. Plant enough natives, the story goes, and
you’ll soon find yourself standing in a backyard oasis buzzing with life. (And, yes, front
and side yards can also do the job!)

And this is true. Native plants support a wider variety of life than non-native spe-
cies. But did you know that an overwhelming majority of caterpillar species are sup-
ported by just a small percentage of the native plants we can grow at home? These
ecological superstars are called keystone plants, and they’re more important now than
ever.

While we should keep planting a wide variety of native plants, which play many roles
in our local ecosystems, there are a few that can deliver the highest bang for our buck
in terms of biodiversity and energy transfer through local food webs. These plants
should be present in everyone’s home habitat, and they’re even a great starting place
for those of us who are new to native gardening.

This talk will start with the
basics of native plants and
then dive into the key-
stone species that are do-
ing the most work for our
local ecosystems.  This
way, we can all integrate
these plants into our home
gardens and increase our
impact with just a few
scoops of the shovel.

We’re taking donations of
any and all amounts at
event registration. Thank
you for supporting our
wide-ranging, environ-
mental endeavors!

Please register (https://
chapters.cnps.org/
redbud/2025/07/15/
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VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR PLANT SALE AND FESTIVAL!

Volunteer for Plant Preparation (Friday, September 19), Plant Pickup Days (Saturday, September 20 and Sunday September 21),
and the RIPE AREA festival (Sunday, September 21). See our website for more details and to sign-up: https://eldoradocnps.org/

pickup-day/

Fall Native Plant Sale

Plants & Garden Art

Online Plant Sale - 4 Days _
Sept 11 at 9am thru Sept 14 at 6pm (J () The Art of Native

[J Plants Festival

Shop Location: shop.eldoradocnps.org

Sunday, September 21 from
10:00am to 4:00pm at

Plant Pickup -2 Days Wakamatsu Farm in Placerville,
# CA. Join us in partnership with
Sept 20, 11am - 2Pm Our Sept 21 pickup day ‘ < American River Conservancy &

coincides with the RIPE AREA

Myrtle Tree Arts to celebrat
Sept 21, 10am - me festival at Wakamatsu Farm. YL SEceiNSoiceichrate

California native plants!

Pickup Location: Wakamatsu Farm R b

sale, choose Sept 21 as your plant

941 Cold Springs Road, Placerville, CA 95667 ek dhay; il Joki s at the RIPE
r =< 3
~ - AREA festival! Be sure to stop b
1 Norg oo~ = 2 op by
Stay in touch [} N P’CK- P ~~o . our CNPS Homegrown Habitat and
www.eldoradoCNPS.org L - T\X/O POSSI LOCATION 7 Conservation tables! We'll be there
- o BLF DATES’ ! to answer your questions and
@ eldocnps T ~a I engage with
=~ visitors about
0 EIDoradoCNPS native plants.
Homegrown Habitat: Wwe'll also have
Native Plant Gardening in El Dorado County 3 / more plants for
2% A (AR5
AN £ sale!

CNPS is a 501(c)3 non-profit@rganization.
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RIPE AREA: THE ART OF NATIVE PLANTS FESTIVAL—SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 21

Join the El Dorado Chapter CNPS in part-
nership with American River Conservan-
cy and Myrtle Tree Arts to celebrate Cali-
fornia native plants!. This FREE event will

be held at Wakamatsu Farm (941 Cold |

Springs Rd.) in Placerville, CA on Sunday,
September 21, 2025 from 10 am to 4 pm.

This collaborative project brings the com-
munity together to celebrate connections
between California native plants, local
ecosystems, environmental conservation,
land stewardship, and artistic expres-
sion. This lively, family-friendly event
will feature local artists and other part-
ners expressing the benefits and uses of
native flora in many art forms, including
the culinary arts!

Wakamatsu Farm is also the location for
our plant sale pick-up this fall on both
September 20 and 21. By choosing Sep-
tember 21 as your pick-up day when
shopping for native plants online, you
can retrieve your plants and then join us
at the festival. Be sure to stop by our
Home Grown Habitat and Conservation
tables. We will also have more plants for
sale at the festival!

This event begins at 10:00AM and ends
at 4:00PM. Chairs, blankets, popups,

wagons, and picnics are welcome! Pets,

drugs, alcoholic beverages, and weapons
are prohibited.

Reserve Your Tickets for this Free Event
at bit.ly/RIPEAREA25! Free art and ecolo-
gy activities, live music performances,
workshops, author talks, demonstrations,
storytelling, kids art and science zones,
nature walks, sound installations, food

Images from the 2024 RIPE AREA event. Salmon parade, acorn
grinding and other table activities. Photos: Myrtle Tree Arts.

vendors, and more! $10 parking dona-
tion. Picnics welcome.

As a play on "riparian," RIPE AREA is an
invitation to experience our interdepend-
ence with riparian zones, clean water,
and healthy lands that are essential for
life.
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SMART AND SNEAKY SEEDS:

THE MANY WAYS THEY SPREAD

California is one of the most biologically
diverse areas in the world. Sunday, Sep-
i -

tember 7t has been designated as Califor-
nia Biodiversity Day. On the following
Wednesday, September 10t, please join
the Placerville Library and California Na-
tive Plant Society (CNPS) for a celebra-
tion of our SMART and SNEAKY SEEDS.

Where: Under the shade sails in front of
the Placerville Library (345 Fair Lane,
Placerville).

When: Wednesday, September 10-1 to 5
pm (drop-in anytime).

Free: Native seed packets that you can
plant to add to the biodiversity in your
own backyard and flowerpots.

This event is open to children, teens,
adults, wild animals, bees, birds and
plants. We will be exploring the world of
plant seeds and finding out how they are
plant space capsules and how they travel

NOVEMBER PROGRAM

To be determined. Check next news-
letter and website for details on date
and content.

from one place to another. We'll bring
magnifiers to look at their beautiful varia-
tions up close and personal. For creative
folks, we will provide seeds, glue and
colors for decorative artwork.

BIODIVERSITY* Is RESILIENCE

We have the opportunity to learn how
to protect biodiversity in our area, and
what is being done by CNPS and the
Eldorado National Forest to help secure
biodiversity after the recent mega-fires.

*Biodiversity comes from a mashup of
the words “biological” and “diversity”
and refers to the variety of life on earth.

RESEARCH
FLANNELBUSH IN THE
SIERRA NEVADA FOOTHILLS

Pine Hill flannelbush (Fremontodendron
decumbens) is critically imperiled in Cal-
ifornia and globally: there was thought
to be but a single population on Earth,
centered on Pine Hill in Rescue, CA
numbering fewer than 300 to 800 indi-
viduals.

However, 35 to 60 miles to the north
of Pine Hill is another variety of flannel-
bush that some have called Pine Hill
flannelbush, others have identified as
common California flannelbush (F. cali-
fornicum), and still others have thought
it to be hybrids between the rare and
common species. If the mystery plants
are the rare Pine Hill flannelbush, then
the extreme wvulnerability to extinction
would be greatly lessened. On the other
hand, if they are hybrids, common Cali-

Images of species examined in this research. Top panel shows the floral color and bot-
tom panel their respective habitat. (A) Fremontodendron californicum, common spe-
cies, (B) Fremontodendron species collected north of Pine Hill Preserve, (C) Fremon-
todendron decumbens, rare species. Photos: D. Ayres.

fornia flannelbush could pose the threat of genetic extinction of Pine Hill flannelbush due to hybridization. What are these plants?

Five years of investigation by scientists at University of California, Davis and chapter members Ginna Meyer and Debra Ayres has
just been published. The research shows that these mystery plants to the north are F. californicum and not F. decumbens (rare) nor
are they hybrids (£. decumbens x F. californicum). Read the full research paper at our website: https://eldoradocnps.org/wp-

content/uploads/2025/08/Kennyal2025.pdf
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For Updates Visit Us on the Web
www.eldoradoCNPS.org and

u eldoradoCNPS

CALIFORNIA
NATIVE PLANT SOCIETY

DEDICATED TO THE
PRESERVATION OF
CALIFORNIA’S NATIVE FLORA

The California Native Plant Society is a
statewide nonprofit organization of ama-
teurs and professionals with a common
interest in California's native plants. The
mission of the Society is to conserve Cali-
fornia native plants and their natural hab-
itats, and increase understanding, appreci-
ation, and horticultural use of native
plants. Membership is open to all.

Membership includes the journal Artemi-
sia, quarterly magazine, Flora, which
gives statewide news and announcements
of Society activities and conservation is-
sues, and the chapter newsletter Gold
Field Notes. To join, call our main office
in Sacramento, (916) 447-2677, or visit
www.cnps.org to join online.

California Native Plant Society
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Contact Chapter Leadership at web.eldoradocnps@gmail.com
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