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CALENDAR 

 

July 22 (Tuesday) 

  Chapter program. 

Preparing for Wildifre: Creating de-

fensible space. Meeting is in-person at 

Cameron Park Community Center 

service District. See details to right. 

 

July 29 (Tuesday) 

  Plant walk.  

Page (Paige) Meadows near Tahoe 

City. Details inside this newsletter. 

 

August 15 (Friday) 

  Plant walk. 

Meiss Trailhead at Carson Pass and up 

toward Red Lake Peak. Details inside 

this newsletter. 

 

September 20  (Saturday) 

  Program and plant sale. 

The Redbud Chapter CNPS is hosting 

a program on Keystone Plants fol-

lowed by a Native Plant Sale, The 

event begins at 10 a.m. at the Region-

al Park Lakeside Room, 3770 Rich-

ardson Dr., Auburn. Register in ad-

vance with a donation, any amount: 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/

keystone-plants-with-golden-state-

naturalists-michelle-fullner-tickets-

1393021838819?aff=oddtdtcreator 

 

September 21 (Sunday) 

  Festival. 

RIPE AREA: The Art of Native Plants 

Festival  at Wakamatsu Farm , 941 

Cold Springs Rd., Placerville, from 10 

am to 4 pm. Details inside this news-

letter and at bit.ly/RIPEAREA25.  

 

Evening programs (with occasional excep-

tions) are held on the fourth Tuesday of 

January, March, May, July, September, 

and November.  The program begins at 7 

PM and may be in-person or hosted via 

Zoom. Check the chapter website for 

details on Zoom link and location 

(https://www.eldoradocnps.org/). 

JULY 22 PROGRAM  

PREPARING FOR WILDFIRE: 

CREATING DEFENSIBLE SPACE  

 

Join Kit Veerkamp to learn how to make your home more fire-resilient to wildfire and 

meet State and County laws and regulations. You will learn the key concepts for hard-

ening your home and other structures, and how to create defensible space around 

them with a focus on using native plants. 

 

Learn about the priorities for improving the vulnerability of your home, and how to 

create defensible space that is fire-resilient and water-wise with a focus on Defensible 

Space Zones - what they are, why they are important and how they apply to your 

property. Suggestions will be provided for creating Defensible Space that is aesthetically 

pleasing and helps protect your home, support wildlife, and how to select plants that 

are more fire-resistant. 

 

Kit Veerkamp is a chapter member and native and habitat garden consultant, educator 

and speaker. She is also a Landscape Architect (RLA #2971)  and serves as the chapter’s 

plant sale coordinator.  

 

This in-person program is begins at 7 pm at the Cameron Park Community Service Dis-

trict (2502 Country Club Dr, Cameron Park).  

  

DEFENSIBLE SPACE ZONES 

More information on defensible space zones can be found at the CALFIRE website: 

https://www.fire.ca.gov/dspace 
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http://bit.ly/RIPEAREA25
https://www.eldoradocnps.org/
https://www.fire.ca.gov/dspace


American River Conservancy and Myrtle 

Tree Arts are partnering again to host the 

RIPE AREA: The Art of Native Plants Fes-

tival a FREE event at Wakamatsu Farm 

(941 Cold Springs Rd.) in Placerville, CA 

on Sunday, September 21, 2025 from 10 

am to 4 pm.  

  

This collaborative project brings the com-

munity together to celebrate connections 

between California native plants, local 

ecosystems, environmental conservation, 

land stewardship, and artistic expres-

sion. This lively, family-friendly event 

will feature local artists and other part-

ners expressing the benefits and uses of 

native flora in many art forms, including 

the culinary arts! 

  

Building on the success of last year's RIPE 

AREA Festival 

(https://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=tT8JAVSz7n8&list=PLHu9J0uRz3ujri1s

dQJVqS8eHXaL3cJCw), this 2025 RIPE 

AREA Festival will extend a wide range 

of artistic and cultural experiences. It will 

explore local Indigenous practice and 

perspectives.  It will illuminate Wakamat-

su Farm's native plant gardens, adjacent 

pond, and riparian areas. Artists and au-

diences alike will experience innovative 

ideas and artistic expressions with the 

goal of inspiring all to become informed 

land stewards and advocates for environ-

mental protection and preservation. 

This event begins at 10:00AM and ends 

at 4:00PM. Chairs, blankets, popups, 

wagons, and picnics are welcome! Pets, 

drugs, alcoholic beverages, and weapons 

are prohibited.  

 

Reserve Your Tickets for this Free Event 

at bit.ly/RIPEAREA25! Free art and ecolo-

gy activities, live music performances, 

workshops, author talks, demonstrations, 

storytelling, kids art and science zones, 

nature walks, sound installations, food 

vendors, and more! $10 parking dona-

tion.  Picnics welcome.  

 

As a play on "riparian," RIPE AREA is an 

invitation to experience our interdepend-

ence with riparian zones, clean water, 

and healthy lands that are essential for 

life. 

RIPE AREA: THE ART OF NATIVE PLANTS FESTIVAL 

_______________________ 
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Images from the 2024 RIPE AREA event. Salmon parade, acorn 

grinding and other table activities. Photos: Myrtle Tree Arts. 
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LATE SUMMER PLANT WALKS  

 

We will continue our 2025 field trip season with a couple of trips in the “high coun-

try”. July is a great time to visit mountain meadows in the Sierra Nevada.  

 

We’ll visit Page (Paige) Meadows near Tahoe 

City on Tuesday, July 29
th
. Page (or Paige) 

Meadows is included as one of the “Great Plac-

es” on Calflora, which provides a handy plant 

list – with photos! – on their website. (https://www.calflora.org/entry/gphome.html). Just 

search for “Page Meadows” at the top of the Great Places webpage. It is a series of mead-

ows surrounded by the mountains, with easy trails and so much to enjoy. The elevation is 

about 7,000 feet. 

 

Next up for our explorations of the high Sierra elevations is a hike from the Meiss Trailhead 

at Carson Pass and up toward Red Lake Peak on Friday, August 15. This trip will be a spe-

cial treat, with two awesome “field trippers” joining us – Joe Medeiros and Larry Moore. 

Joe is Professor Emeritus at Sierra College, where he taught in the Biological Sciences De-

partment, and is an incredible naturalist and illustrator. Our own Larry Moore is an invet-

erate birder and photographer, exploring the nature of as much of the world as he can. 

This hike is truly high elevation, starting at 8600 feet, and can be challenging, depending 

on the distance. We will endeavor to get up to a saddle with a wetland, west of Red Lake 

Peak. However, our walks are known to be quite leisurely, spending time watching wild-

life, taking photos, and pouring over the wildflowers and other plant-life. For a description 

of trips in this area, see “Carson Pass” under “Plant Places” on our El Dorado CNPS website 

(https://www.eldoradocnps.org).  

 

For details about the field trips and to sign up to join one or more, visit “Field Trips” from 

the Chapter ’ s  Home Page ( ht tps :/ /

eldoradocnps.org/).  

SEPTEMBER  PROGRAM  

 

To be determined. This event may be 

either a daytime program on Sunday, 

September 21 or an evening program 

on Tuesday, September 23. Check 

next newsletter and website for details 

on date and content. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Psst! Did you know we purchase carbon offsets for 

every chapter hike, so that you can travel from 

home to trailhead and be carbon neutral? Ride-

share every chance you get, but we have you cov-

ered!  

We Buy Carbon  
Offsets! 

Penstemon rydbergii at Paige Mead-

ows. Photo: V. Meyer. 

Bumblebee on pennyroyal at Carson Pass. Photo: V. Meyer 

_______________________ 
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California Native Plant Society 

P.O. Box 1948 

Placerville, CA  95667 
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DEDICATED TO THE  

PRESERVATION OF  

CALIFORNIA’S NATIVE FLORA 

 

The California Native Plant Society is a 

statewide nonprofit organization of ama-

teurs and professionals with a common 

interest in California's native plants.  The 

mission of the Society is to conserve Cali-

fornia native plants and their natural hab-

itats, and increase understanding, appreci-

ation, and horticultural use of native 

plants. Membership is open to all. 

 

Membership includes the journal Artemi-

sia, quarterly magazine, Flora, which 

gives statewide news and announcements 

of Society activities and conservation is-

sues, and the chapter newsletter Gold 

Field Notes.  To join, call our main office 

in Sacramento, (916) 447-2677, or visit 

www.cnps.org to join online. 

CHAPTER OFFICERS AND COMMITTEE CHAIRS 

Contact Chapter Leadership at web.eldoradocnps@gmail.com 

 

PRESIDENT  Cindy Podsiadlo   

VICE PRESIDENT  Debra Ayres    

SECRETARY  Sue Wallace 

TREASURER  Ola Jane Gow   

CONSERVATION CO-CHAIRS Lester Lubetkin  

 Sue Britting   

SCIENCE COMMITTEE CO-CHAIRS Deb Ayres 

 Ginna Meyer 

CLARK YOUTH FUND  Jenifer Tucker   

CARBON NEUREAL PLEDGE TAL BLACKBURN 

FIELD TRIPS  Ginna Meyer    

INVASIVE EXOTICS CO-CHAIRS Debra Ayres 

 Ginna Meyer  

LIBRARY DEMO GARDEN CO-CHAIRS Cindy Podsiadlo   

 Madeline Franke 

 Christie Johnson 

MEMBERSHIP    Vacant  

PLANT SALE CHAIR AND HORTICULTURE Kit Veerkamp   

PROGRAMS  Debra Ayres     

RARE PLANTS Vacant   

VOLUNTEER COORDINATOR Vacant  

FACEBOOK Annie Walker 

COMMUNICATIONS Kathleen Barco  

WEBMASTER  Deborah Nicolls  

NEWSLETTER     Sue Britting    

For Updates Visit Us on the Web 

www.eldoradoCNPS.org and 

 

                eldoradoCNPS 

mailto:web.eldoradocnps@gmail.com

