GOLD FIELD NOTES

EL DORADO CHAPTER & CALIFORNIA NATIVE PLANT SOCIETY & MAY-JUNE 2025

CALENDAR

May 20 (Tuesday)

Plant walk.
Eldorado National Forest Lava Cap,
location TBD. 9 am to 2 pm. See in-
side for details.

May 27 (Tuesday)

Program.
Wildland Seed Collecting. 7 pm at the
Cameron Park Community Services
District. See details to right.

June 3 (Tuesday)

Plant walk.

Hope Valley, intersection of High-
ways 88 and 89. See inside for de-
tails.

June 6-8 (Friday to Sunday)

Meeting and field trips.
Chapter Council meeting of state-
wide CNPS leaders in Coloma and
surrounding area. All members invit-
ed to attend meeting and field trips.
See inside for details.

June 24 (Tuesday)

Plant walk.
Benwood Meadow, south of High-
way 50 near Echo Summit. 9 am to 4
pm. See inside for details.

July 1 (Tuesday)

Plant walk.
Charity Valley to Grover Hot Springs
trail. 9 am to 5 pm. See inside for
details.

Evening programs (with occasional
exceptions) are held on the fourth
Tuesday of January, March, May,
July, September, and November.
The program begins at 7 PM and may
be in-person or hosted via Zoom.
Check the chapter website for details
on Zoom link and location (https.//
www.eldoradocnps.org/).

MAY 27 PROGRAM
WILDLAND SEED COLLECTING

I_ . fsow Meering, P
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Ed Kleiner, founder of Comstock Seed (https://www.comstockseed.com/), which col-

lects native plant seed, will talk about wildland seed collecting. He has been working in

El Dorado County since last year and
is now working in the Georgetown
to Union Valley area. Topics he will
cover include importance and in-
creased use of local seed to preserve
local genetic diversity, importance of
seed collection post-fire and role of
plants that are fire-followers, and
seed collection tools and techniques.

This in-person program is begins at 7
pm at the Cameron Park Community
Service District (2502 Country Club
Dr, Cameron Park).

Photo: Comstock Seed.

PATRICIA'S NATIVE GARDEN LATE SPRING RAMBLE —
SUNDAY, MAY 18 (9 AM TO 2 PM) - RAIN OR SHINE!

You are invited to enjoy Patricia’s native
garden on a typical late spring day. The
garden, a secluded 1-acre wild escape on
the slough, is located west of Davis. Start-
ed in 2005, it now features about 400
species and cultivars of California native
plants. Visit Patricia’s Garden Ambassador
profile to learn more about this garden,
access a map, view a plant list, and take a
virtual tour!

RSVP Required. Sign up here: https://
www.cnps.org/event/cnps-garden-
ambassador-seasonal-garden-visits-rsvp-

only-2

Highlights:

e Late spring color. The desert area be-
gins to come alive.

e The many geophytes in the garden
should be blooming

e Observe seasonal maintenance, prun-
ing, seed collecting, and plant propa-
gation.

Stop by any time between 9:00 am and
2:00 pm RAIN or SHINE for the self-

guided garden ramble. Maps available for
use onsite. Optional short orientation and
Q&A gathering with Patricia at 10 am and
12 noon. We will meet near the check-in
table.

Although masks are optional, please re-
spect distancing and mask wearing of oth-
er visitors. Sturdy shoes advised. No dogs,
please. Composting toilet available. You
are welcome to bring a lunch or snack.
The non-native garden will be open to
view as well. Miridae Mobile Plant Nurse-
ry will be here again
(www.miridaemobilenursery.com).

ZENy
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Native iris hybrids in bloom.
Photo: P. Carpenter
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CLARK YOUTH FUND SUPPORTS SCHOOL GARDENS

Five El Dorado County schools have re-
ceived Clark Youth Fund monetary grants
to assist them in developing native plant
gardens for native plant education. Our
awardees are: Pioneer Elementary and
Middle Schools in Somerset, Louisiana
Schnell Elementary and Edwin Markham
Middle Schools in Placerville, Latrobe
Elementary and Buckeye Elementary in

Shingle Springs.

Our awardees are busy creating garden
spaces on campus to plant native plants
that many of them purchased with a dis-
count at our plant sales. At Pioneer Ele-
mentary, students worked hard to build a
10 x 10’ raised bed by stacking cinder
blocks and shoveling soil into the bed.

Students preparlng native plant garden at Edwm Markham Mlddle School.

Photo: J Tucker

Some of their plants will be propagated
and grown in their greenhouse. Buckeye
Elementary has a large space above cam-
pus that includes a small pond, pathways
and an outdoor learning space. Addition-
ally, they are incorporating multi-sensory
experiences for their students with special
needs, such as scented native plants and a
small cobblestone path. Markham mid-
dle schoolers are getting into the dirt to
revitalize a large abandoned garden
space behind buildings at their school,
and Latrobe Elementary will be utilizing
native plants to “enhance instruction that
fosters a deeper connection between chil-
dren and California’s native flora, pro-

|l moting an appreciation for the critical

role these plants play in our ecosystem,”
with hands-on learning opportunities.

% The grant monies are supported by our

income from our chapter plant sales. The
Clark Youth Fund grant was originally
established in memory of George Clark,
self-taught botanist and past president of

i the california Native Plant Society, to

help youth leaders in El Dorado County
introduce the marvels of our native
plants to our children. The next cycle for
grant applications will begin in the fall.
For further information please refer to
our website under About Us/Clark Youth
Fund.
Jennifer Tucker
Clark Youth Fund Coordinator

IT's CREEPY AND IT's KOOKY, MYSTERIOUS AND SPOOKY IT's ALL TOGETHER OOKY -

THE GENUS THINGIA

There’s a new genus in the Miner’s Let-
tuce Family (Montiaceae) called Thingia.
According to the Jepson eFlora, the
name derives from “Disembodied hand,
‘Thing’, from the Addams Family enter-
tainment franchise, referring to common
name, ‘dead man's fingers’™”. The genus
contains one species, Thingia ambigua,
common names Desert Cistanthe or Dead
Man’s Fingers. It’s native to California,
found in the Mojave and Sonoran De-
serts, as well as southwestern Arizona

Left Desert Calandrlnla (Thingia amb/gua) from Badwater Death Valley, Callfornla
Photo: © 2006 Vivian Parker.

Right: Thing, a character in the Adam’s Family TV show from the mid-1960s (https://
discover.hubpages.com/entertainment/The-Addams-Family-TV-Show)

and northwestern Mexico. It grows in
desert scrub, sandy to silty soil, often al-
kaline, at elevations below 1000 meters.

Editor’s Note: Thanks to Steve Perry for
this juicy tidbit!
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TAKING UP THE CARBON NEUTRAL PLEDGE

We, members of CNPS, are champions for native plants in our
community — our efforts ripple out supporting pollinators,
birds, and other wild creatures who thrive here: from our pine
forests, oak woodlands and chaparral to our own gardens.
Even as we enjoy and conserve our home ground, our activities
release carbon dioxide into the atmosphere.

Carbon Offset Purchase for Fiscal Year 2024: We donated $180
to Native Energy to offset 10 tons of carbon dioxide. Our car-
bon offset donation supports the From Waste to Fuel: Improv-
ing Agriculture and Livelihoods in East AfricaProject. We are
subsidizing the cost of “biogas bags” and cookstoves for farmers
reducing methane emissions from manure and providing biogas
for cooking. See https://native.eco/project/waste-to-fuel-
improving-agriculture-livelihoods-uganda/ for more infor-
mation. The Board will consider allocating $200 for carbon
offsets in the 2025 budget.

Good News: The hiking (and total) carbon footprint is going up
primarily because there are more field trips and more at-
tendees:
FY2021: 7 hikes, 85 attendees, 4910 total miles, 1.8 Tons CO,
FY2024: 11 hikes, 135 attendees, 5840 miles, 2.5 Tons CO,

New Online Registration for Field Trips: Have you noticed the
new vehicle and address questions when you register for a hike?
We save time at the hike meetup not having to collect these.
Thank you for making it easier for all of us.

Plant sale carbon footprint analysis — this coming year’s work?
| hope to dig into the plant sale numbers and refine them. | am
looking for someone with horticultural expertise who is aware
of possible plant propagation and nursery carbon emission is-

sues or who is, at least, willing to dig into it. If this might inter-
est you, please get in touch by filling out the Contact Us page
on the chapter’s website, https://eldoradocnps.org/about-us/
contact-us/

Respectfully,
Tal Blackburn

Left: A Ugandan farmer with biogas bag in pit behind her
Center: A biogas cookstove is piped methane from biogas bag
Right: A Ugandan farmer cooking on a biogas cookstove.

Just Start...

Our path to meet the pledge:

Best guess to start.
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Fix guess again,

- your
rbon F rint Estimate o maes traveled (1)) Actvity year 40412024 o I3172025
Dorado Chapter CNPS Fiscal year 2024
Inciudes "OF Well %o
Taipipe™ CO; Gas Staton"CO, (2)
Carvon Decol ge Carbon Dioxide Carbon Dioxide
s Emitled (1bs) Emitted (Toos) Emitted (Tans) Z
Plant Sakes 7580 a795 11 Y} Sprng and 13k 5310 with cndng
> A2 ) ordenng using ¥Y22 estmate
11 hikes, 135 aftendees. Mieage
Hikes da e By aRandess & regiatration
204 9 5 More hikes in 2024 meant 3 30%
tegger carbon footpnnt
Maintenancs. 3 atalwarnt volumesns
The Nature Nook Garden aof the o
o0 600 o3 o4 making a fotad of 40 trips (emal
County Library 2024
vasive Weed Pulls 7676 1984 09 13 Owv-eyea daisies at Leak Springs
o - Ivasines 3l Pine Wil
S - rams & Board 505 . 2 in-parson program meeting, 11
Meetings - Prog 500 505 A 03 z00m meetings
Rare Seed Co¥ecton In Caldor Fie
Coasecvation 18 1048 s 07 a8, 11 chapler members
pasticipated
Rosaarch Fasld Work 110 g83g 04 os Pine Hit anc Caples Crees
Outreach & Table Events 50 2 oo 00 1 evant only? - 323 Placanlie Fire
: Safe Counct
19064 T4 0o
Tots! Mises Total CO; (Tons)

(1) Excapt 30 combing Zoom mestngs with in-parson events. Zoom meetings warg astimatad a1 0 22 pounds of CO; par Moor per person

12) Addes CO; 1o Becount for &a@chon. relning and Haniporing (assemad 10 Ds & 15% adoton)

Gold Field Notes * El Dorado Chapter * May-June e page 3


https://native.eco/project/waste-to-fuel-improving-agriculture-livelihoods-uganda/
https://native.eco/project/waste-to-fuel-improving-agriculture-livelihoods-uganda/
https://eldoradocnps.org/about-us/contact-us/
https://eldoradocnps.org/about-us/contact-us/

JUNE 6-8 CHAPTER COUNCIL MEETING
HERE!

Our chapter is hosting the statewide CNPS Chapter Council
meeting in June. This quarterly meeting has not been held here
for almost 20 years, and can be a great opportunity to meet
folks from around the state working on CNPS issues. The Satur-
day meeting will be held at the Gold Trail Grange in Coloma
and field trips will be hosted in various locations throughout El
Dorado County.

Everyone is welcome and encouraged to attend any and/or all
parts, with no charge other than major meals. Preregistration is
requested and meals (lunch and/or dinner) must be paid for in
advance. Registration will soon be available at the information
website: https://cc.cnps.org/jun-2025-chapter-council-schedule/
Volunteers are also welcome if you’d like to help out!- contact
Alice Cantelow.

Friday June 6
Field trips:
9 am—12 pm -ish. Pine Hill Preserve (PHP) with CNPS mem-
bers Dr. Debra Ayres and Dr. Ginna Meyers, especially look-
ing at wildfire resiliency issues in foothill chaparral- including
their research on the effect of BLM pile burning on rare na-
tives there. Pine Hill Preserve is a biodiversity hotspot found
within the El Dorado County gabbroic intrusive geological
complex, and is home to plant species found nowhere else
on earth. The El Dorado chapter collaborates with several
local, state, and federal agencies in PHP management, lead-
ing field trips to the PH preserves, and hand weeding those
same preserves with our volunteers. Cameron Park

9 am- 11 am -ish. Dave Moore Nature Area and Cronan
Ranch Park with BLM staff, especially looking at targeted
grazing and pollinator restoration efforts/successes dealing
with major invasive weed challenges.

1-3 pm. Self directed, two native plant demo gardens- Chap-
ter sponsored native garden at County library (Placerville),
and local land trust’s native demo garden/nursery, (Gold
Hill). There will be volunteers available at each to answer
any questions, give a tour.

Happy Hour and Light dinner

5 pm Troublemaker Beer Garden, Coloma. Casual outdoor
venue with beer, wine, and food offerings. Join with CNPS
leaders from around the state for mixing and conversation!
Self-pay

Saturday June 7- all at Gold Trail Grange, Coloma
Meeting
8 am—9 am. Free continental breakfast, sponsored by El
Dorado Chapter at the Gold Trail Grange.

9 am—5 pm. Chapter Council meeting. In addition to the
regular meeting and its business, EI Dorado chapter will in-
tersperse a few wildfire-themed mini-talks. Lunch catered by

View of South Fork American River from Gold Trail Grange.
Photo: Gold Trail Grange.

5 p—6 pm. Social Hour. Complimentary beverages and hors
d’oeuvres hosted by the Redbud Chapter. Another great
chance to schmooze with CNPS delegates from around the
state. Thank you Redbud!

6 pm— 7 pm. Taco Bar dinner, Catered by Sierra Rising.
Pay at registration.

7 pm—8 pm. Key note speaker “Sierra Nevada’s Future Giv-
en Wildfire and Climate Change”. Dr. Kristen Shive, PhD
Ecosystem Sciences, UC Berkeley. Assist. Coop. Ext. Forest
and Fuels Specialist.

Sunday June 8

Field Trip

9am—2 pm. Wildfire-themed Forest Field Trip.

Brief visit to 25 million dollar FEMA pilot project funding
home hardening and defensible space in an entire commu-
nity within Placerville

Cool plants

Visit to a conventional but hardened home that survived the
intense Caldor Fire despite no firefighting available, and
despite 80% of its town (Grizzly Flats) being destroyed.

Visit to the Caldor Fire footprint in the Eldorado National
Forest:

e One of many areas where chapter has monitored rare
plant survival/population explosion

e A look at/discussion of the high intensity areas and
their extent/ effects. Eric Nicita, soil scientist with Eldo-
rado National Forest

e A meadow and its great plants, need for restoration

e Streamside oasis

e More cool plants

o Fuel reduction project that may have saved the town
of Pollock Pines Sue Britting, CNPS and Sierra Forest
Legacy

Sierra Rising. Pay at registration.
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PLANT WALKS — MAY TO JUNE

We're planning wonderful - some new! - field trips for May and
June of 2025. We’'ll explore several different mountain mead-
ows, easy to access and easy to explore. Steve and Shellie Perry
will once again take us to lava cap habitats in the Eldorado Na-
tional Forest to experience their unique floras with enchanting
wildflowers. And we’ll trek a more challenging trail south of
Highway 88 and east of Carson Pass from Blue Lakes Rd. down
to Grover Hot Springs near Markleeville. See the descriptions
and dates below. Also, if you have yet to sign up for May Pine
Hill Preserve field trips, there are still openings. Sign up on our
website under “Field Trips”.

WASHOE MEADOWS STATE PARK, SOUTH LAKE TAHOE

When: Tuesday, May 13, 2025, 9:00 AM - 3:30 PM

What to know: Washoe Meadows, a California State Park gem,
is easily accessible from Highway 50 near South Lake Tahoe.
There are lovely trails through the meadows, including board-
walks across more sensitive, wet portions and over streams.
We'll see bog-orchids (Platanthera dilatata var. leucostachys),
checkermallows (Sidalcea oregana ssp. spicata), cinquefoils, flea-
banes, roses, currants, many pollinators, and much more! In
addition, we hope to see blooming sand lily, Leucocrinum
montanum. All of these are set in a valley between boulder-
strewn peaks and ridges.

Level of difficulty: Easy, as the Meadows are on level ground
throughout.

ELDORADO NATIONAL FOREST LAVA CAP, LOCATION TBD
When: Tuesday, May 20, 2025, 9:00 AM - 3:00 PM
What to know: Lava caps are late seral communities of annual

herbs, perennial shrubs, and a few depauperate (a kind of semi
bonsai) tree species. They are open rocky areas on ridgetops or
ridge ends within the forest, and especially on Peavine Ridge.
These ridges are formed by pre-historic volcanic mud flows
(Mehrten Formation) and centuries of erosion, and the result is
a field of rocks. Among these lichen-covered rocks and manza-
nita skeletons are wonderful displays of annual and perennial
wildflowers. These wildflowers include the yellow bur Navarre-
tia (Navarretia prolifera ssp. lutea), and the Pleasant Valley
Mariposa lily (Calochortus clavatus var. avius).

Level of difficulty: Easy-moderate

HOPE VALLEY, INTERSECTION OF HIGHWAYS 88 AND 89
When: Tuesday, June 3, 2025, 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM
What to know: Hope Valley is a gorgeous expanse of mountain
meadow through which the Carson River flows eastward, a
popular fishing location. The Valley is surrounded by high Sierra
peaks and expansive clones of quaking aspen (Populus tremu-
loides). The slopes are covered with trees of the upper montane
forest, including some very large Jeffrey pine (Pinus jeffreyi). In
late spring and into summer, the meadow hosts many bloom-
ing wildflowers and native grasses, sedges, and rushes. Wild-
flowers include many in the sunflower family, such as a variety
of fleabanes and asters (Erigeron, Dieteria, Eurybia, Symphy-
otrichum, etc.), and Woolly or mountain mule’s ears (Wyethia
mollis), those of many other families such as wallflower
(Erysimum capitatum) of the mustard family, lupines (Lupinus)
of the pea family, checker mallows (Sidalcea) of the mallow
family, and many more!
Level of difficulty: Easy-moderate (Elevation about 7500 feet)
(continued p. 6)

Hope Valle. Photo: V. Meyer
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SEEKING VOLUNTEER COORDINATOR

Our chapter is looking for a Volunteer
Coordinator. This is a people oriented
position. You would be maintaining a
valuable database of names and contact
information and assisting various com-
mittees in finding hands to help with
their projects. We have good systems in
place and already have many volun-
teers, If you are interested, send an
email to web.eldoraodcnps@gmail.com
with your name and phone number and
you will be called!

‘.
COORDINATOR
OPPORTUNITY

PLANT WALKS—MAY-JUNE (continued from p. 4)

BENWOOD MEADOW, SOUTH OF HIGHWAY 50 NEAR ECHO SUMMIT
When: Tuesday, June 24, 2025, 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM

What to know: Benwood Meadow is a short hike south from
Highway 50, and according to Julie Carville in Lingering in Ta-
hoe’s Wild Gardens, sporting displays of pink-flowered moun-
tain meadow plants, including shooting stars (Primula tetrandra,
P. jeffreyl) and elephant heads (Pedicularis groeniandica). We'll
also be looking for Quamash camas lilies (Camassia quamash),
seep-spring monkeyflower (Erythranthe guttata) and narrow-
leaved lotus (Hosackia oblongifolia). We will see yellow pond-
lily in a small pond on the way to the meadow (Nuphar poly-
sepala), and look for Alaska rein orchid (Pjperia unalascensis)
on a west slope trail amongst pinemat manzanita
(Arctostaphylos nevadensis) and Applegate’s paintbrush
(Castilleja applegate).

Level of difficulty: Easy-moderate (Elevation about 7500 feet)

CHARITY VALLEY TO GROVER HOT SPRINGS TRAIL

When: Tuesday, July 1, 2025, 9:00 am — 5:00 pm

What to know: This trail begins at the Charity Valley trailhead
off Blue Lakes Rd, which is accessed from Highway 88 east of
Carson Pass. This trail takes you down to Grover Hot Springs
State Park in 5.5 miles passing through a variety of habitats in-
cluding upper montane forest, seeps, aspen groves, rocky
slopes, and lower montane forest. Each of these has its own
lovely blooming plants, including lupines that you may not
have encountered elsewhere — spurred lupine (Lupinus arbustus)
and sickle keeled lupine or white lupine (L. albicaulis). We may
also encounter Leichtlin’s mariposa lily (Calochortus leichtlinii)
and Bridge’s gilia (Navarretia leptales).

Level of difficulty: Moderate-difficult. Because we’ll need to
make a one-way trip on this trail, we’ll begin at the higher ele-
vation trailhead off Blue Lakes Rd (about 7800 ft), and end at
the lower elevation Grover Hot Springs State Park (about 5900
ft). We will be meeting and carpooling from the east end of the
trail near Markleeville up to the trailhead at the west end. We’ll

JULY 22 PROGRAM
PREPARING FOR WILDFIRE:
CREATING DEFENSIBLE SPACE

Join Kit Veerkamp to learn how to
make your home more fire-resilient to
wildfire and meet State and County
laws and regulations. You will learn
the key concepts for hardening your
home and other structures, and how
to create defensible space around
them with a focus on using native
plants.

This will be an in-person program at
the Cameron Park Community Service
District (2502 Country Club Dr, Cam-
eron Park).

/ ~

-

Leichtlin's mariposa lily at Charity Valley. Photo: V Meyer

hike downhill on the trail, and then we will shuttle back up to
the vehicles left at the west-end trailhead.

Psst! Did you know we pur-
chase carbon offsets for every
chapter hike, so that you can
travel from home to trailhead
and be carbon neutral? Ride-
share every chance you get, but
we have you covered!
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El Dorado Chapter

P.O. Box 1948

May-June 2025

For Updates Visit Us on the Web
www.eldoradoCNPS.org and

Q eldoradoCNPS

m CALIFORNIA
R

NATIVE PLANT SOCIETY

DEDICATED TO THE
PRESERVATION OF
CALIFORNIA’S NATIVE FLORA

The California Native Plant Society is a
statewide nonprofit organization of ama-
teurs and professionals with a common
interest in California's native plants. The
mission of the Society is to conserve Cali-
fornia native plants and their natural hab-
itats, and increase understanding, appreci-
ation, and horticultural use of native
plants. Membership is open to all.

Membership includes the journal Artemni-
sfa, quarterly magazine, Flora, which
gives statewide news and announcements
of Society activities and conservation is-
sues, and the chapter newsletter Gold
Field Notes. To join, call our main office
in Sacramento, (916) 447-2677, or visit
WWWw.chps.org to join online.

Placerville, CA 95667

California Native Plant Society
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Contact Chapter Leadership at web.eldoradocnps@gmail.com
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