
 
Pledged by CNPS: 

Carbon Neutral by 2030 
What does this mean? 

● CNPS has established a Carbon Neutral Working Group to create a plan to meet 
its carbon neutral pledge by no later than March 2030. 

● The working group’s carbon emissions strategy is to first avoid, then to reduce, 
and lastly to offset. 

● Transportation is probably CNPS’ biggest source of emissions.  It is also the most 
straightforward emissions to calculate.  

● Programs that have a carbon reduction component (such as wetlands 
restoration and plant sales) as well as carbon emissions will be difficult to 
evaluate. Tools are not yet available.  Fortunately, this is an improving situation.  

● A Baseline year of 2023 has been established by the working group. Next 
activities include identifying EPA Scope 1 emissions by the end of FY2022 (March 
2023), and drafting mitigation plan 

○ Task 3.1 - Create a Scope 1 emissions reduction plan (includes employee 
mileage) 

○ Task 3.2 - Estimate how much offsets will cost 

○ Task 3.3 - Review plan with Chapter Council, Board of Directors, and staff   

○ Task 3.4 - Begin fundraising campaign for offset strategies 

● Identify EPA Scope 2 emissions by the end of FY2022, and draft mitigation plan. 
Scope 2 emissions would include the electric and natural gas utilities used at 
CNPS offices and chapter facilities. 

● Identify EPA Scope 3 emissions by end of FY2023, and draft mitigation plan. 
Scope 3 emissions would include business travel, volunteer travel, staff 
commuting, waste disposal, merchandise and services, leases, etc. 

 

But… 
What can you do right now when participating at this conference? 

https://www.epa.gov/climateleadership/scope-1-and-scope-2-inventory-guidance
https://www.epa.gov/climateleadership/scope-3-inventory-guidance


 
Simple tips for reducing your carbon footprint at the CNPS conference and beyond: 

 
● Energy Use – reducing travel and consumerism 

○ Transportation options for the 2022 Conference 
○ Carpool every chance you get 
○ Take public transit 
○ Consider not filling your swag bag. Will taking a picture or QR code be just 

as good? 
○ Bring your own water container and/or drink cup 

 
● Getting Involved – bringing about policy-based change 

○ Let us know how you think that CNPS should meet its carbon neutral 
pledge:   carbonpledge2030@cnps.org 

○ If you would like to join the Carbon Neutral Working Group email us at: 
carbonpledge2030@cnps.org 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*Carbon Neutral Pledge was approved at Chapter Council in June 2020.  
 
Text of the Pledge: “CNPS’s goal is to become carbon neutral in its activities by 2030, 
meaning that our activities will, in net, add no greenhouse gasses to the atmosphere 
every year. This goal encompasses work done by staff and volunteers, in activities, 
meetings, and events. Methods for reaching this goal remain to be determined as of 
the adoption of this goal in 2020, so successful methods, techniques, innovations, and 
programs will be freely shared within CNPS as a normal function of the society.”  
https://www.cnps.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/Chapter-Council-June-2020.pdf 

https://conference.cnps.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/10/Transportation-Information-for-2022-Conference.pdf
file:///C:/Users/syoung/Downloads/carbonpledge2030@cnps.org
file:///C:/Users/syoung/Downloads/carbonpledge2030@cnps.org
https://www.cnps.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/Chapter-Council-June-2020.pdf

