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CALENDAR 
 
January 28 (Tuesday) 
  Program. 
Noxious Weeds on Pine Hill Preserve 
at 7 pm via ZOOM.. See details to 
right. 
 
February 1-2 (Saturday-Sunday) 
  Workshop. 
Introduction to Bryophytes. Hosted 
by Friends of the Ahart Herbarium, 
California State University Chico. 
Registration and details here: http://
friendsoftheahartherbarium.org/
eventsviewcalendar/2025/bryophytes 
 
March 25 (Tuesday) 
  Program.  
Ecological Landscaping: Ideas for ALL 
Homeowners a presentation by Doug 
Tallamy via Zoom beginning at 7 pm. 
Check the chapter website and next 
newsletter for registration infor-
mation.  
 
Available Anytime! 
  Botanical programs. 
View past presentations from the 
Friends of the Chico Herbarium’s “All 
Things Botanically Related” series. 
Check this website for program links: 
http://
friendsoftheahartherbarium.org/
presentation-series 
 
Evening programs (with occasional 
exceptions) are held on the fourth 
Tuesday of January, March, May, 
July, September, and November.  
The program begins at 7 PM and may 
be in-person or hosted via Zoom. 
Check the chapter website for details 
on Zoom link and location (https://
www.eldoradocnps.org/). 

JANUARY 28 PROGRAM 
NOXIOUS WEEDS ON PINE HILL PRESERVE: AN AREA OF 
CRITICAL ENVIRONMENTAL CONCERN 
 
Pine Hill Preserve is a cooperative conservation effort between 10 different agencies 
protecting areas in western El Dorado County that host the rare plants of the gabbro 
soils of the Rescue series. The Preserve was created to protect the 5 plants with federal 
protections (4 federally endangered and 1 federally threatened), and also actively man-
ages for 3 BLM sensitive species. In addition to our rare plants, Pine Hill Preserve also 
hosts nearly 10% of California’s native and exotic flora in about 5,000 acres. All of the 
species under management seem to do best in areas of disturbance where the shrub 
layer that dominates much of the Preserve has been removed, but weeds also prefer 
these areas. These weeds compete and restrict the ability of the rare plants and other 
natives to colonize open areas. Local experts and naturalists from the El Dorado Chap-
ter of the California Native Plant Society (CNPS) help organize and go after specific 
populations of the weeds that pose the greatest threat to the Preserve’s resources. Pull-
ing weeds is a great way to meet local botany enthusiasts and learn about all sorts of 
Preserve happenings. 

 
Landon Eldredge is a Biological Technician with the Bureau of Land Management. He 
doesn’t come from a botanical background but has acquired a real passion for land 
management and preservation of the overall ecology of the Pine Hill Preserve. He’s a 
self-proclaimed “adventure botanist” who enjoys getting off trail and looking at habi-
tats in areas that are less than convenient to get to. His mantra is “if you’ll look where 
people look, you’re likely to find what people find”. He is passionate about making 
the technical or daunting notions about biology more digestible and welcoming. In 
addition to the rare plant focused management on the Preserve he is also working with 
local experts from the El Dorado CNPS to add to the flora of the Pine Hill Preserve, 
documenting which native bees are present on the Preserve and their associated plants, 
and helps with fire suppression nationally. 
 
This program begins via ZOOM at 7 pm. Register for the ZOOM meeting here: https://
tinyurl.com/EDC-CNPS-01-2025-meet 

North side of Pine Hill. Photo: Deb Ayres 
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Chapter volunteers have been working 
with the Forest Service and other volun-
teer groups to protect large, old trees 
(a.k.a. legacy trees) in the Caples Creek 
Proposed Wilderness Area and to restore 
beneficial fire to this area. In 2019, prior 
to plans to apply prescribed fire to the 
Caples area, chapter volunteers worked 
with others to remove small trees (ladder 
fuels) from around the base of legacy 
trees. Volunteers also raked away pine 
needles to reduce the duff around the 
base of selected trees. You can read 
about these efforts in the July-August 
2019 edition of this newsletter (https://
e l d o r a d o c n p s . o r g / w p - c o n t e n t /
uploads/2023/05/July-August_2019.pdf). 
 
Prescribed fire was applied to the Caples 
Creek project area in the fall of 2019. 
This fire grew to a size (3,453 acres) that 
was larger than expected, but still had a 
positive ecological benefit on the land-
scape. Two years later, the Caldor  Fire 
2021 burned up to and around the Ca-
ples 2019 Fire footprint. Forest ecologists 
and fire experts all concluded that the 
beneficial fire that burned in 2019 staved 
off the potentially extreme fire effects 
from the Caldor Fire in 2021. While the 
edges of the Caples Project burned, the 
project landscape as a whole was resili-
ent, despite the extreme heat and 
drought of the 2021 fire season. You can 

read more about the Caples Fire and the 
Caldor Fire here:  
https://sierranevada.ca.gov/good-fire-
project-protects-caples-watershed-from-
caldor-fire/ 
 
In an effort to understand how fire might 
affect legacy trees, the Ecology Program 
with the Pacific Southwest Region of the 
Forest Service took measurements of leg-
acy trees and their surroundings in 2020. 
Some of these trees had already been 
exposed to fire in the Caples Fire in 2019 
and some were exposed to the Caldor 
Fire in 2021. Chapter volunteers joined 
the Forest Service this fall to revisit 15 of 
the legacy trees measured in 2020 in or-
der to evaluate their condition 4 years 
after the first measurements were taken. 
 
On the first day, volunteers were trained 
to use methods and tools to measure fuel 
condition, tree height and diameter, eval-
uate tree health, and assess the density 
and types of trees around the legacy tree. 
After the training day, a team of CNPS 
volunteers returned for two more days of 
measurements.  
 
In total, we were able to evaluate 15 leg-
acy trees. All of the trees we monitored 
were alive and healthy and some had 

been affected by both the Caples and 
Caldor Fires. The data was turned over 
to ecologist Becky Estes with the Forest 
Service for processing and summarizing. 
In the coming year, we will hear back 
from her about how the legacy trees 
changed from 2020 to 2024. We hope 
to return to monitor these trees and oth-
ers in the years to come.   

CAPLES CREEK: MONITORING LEGACY TREES AFTER FIRE 

Volunteers on Day 3 with canine friends. Photo: Karen Schambach. Measuring tree height. Photo: Karen 
Schambach. _______________________ 

 
 Gold Field Notes • El Dorado Chapter • January-February • page  2 

Volunteers taking measurement from a 
legacy tree. Photo: Karen Schambach 
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POWERLINE BIKE PARK  
POLLINATOR GARDEN: A JOINT EFFORT OF 
EDHCSD AND CNPS 

By Kathleen Barco 
The El Dorado Chapter of the California Native Plant Society 
has been working with the El Dorado Hills Community Services 
District, SMUD, and PG&E to create a pollinator garden as part 
of a new bike park under the powerlines in El Dorado Hills. 
The garden will beautify the park while supporting bees, birds, 
moths, and butterflies.  
 
One day over the summer, CNPS Board Member Madeline 
Franke received a phone call from Barbara Biglieri, Staff Services 
Analyst, Planning Department of EDHCSD. Barbara asked if 
EDC CNPS would be interested in assisting with choosing plants 
for a pollinator garden contained within a new bike park being 
constructed underneath the powerlines in EDH. Madeline said 
that sounded interesting and went over to visit the site. After 
several weeks of research and design iterations, the design team 
was able to create a California native pollinator garden layout 
with a diverse selection of plants that will work well on the site. 
After gaining approval from stakeholders, sourcing and costing 
out plants, making numerous lists of tools and volunteer jobs, 
and timelines to inform when and where to purchase plants, 
organize volunteers to plant, and to arrange a water source, the 
team was ready to start.  
 
Over several days in late October, workers weed-whacked and 
cleaned up the parcel of land and augured holes. Then, on Sat-
urday, October 26, 51 volunteers and staff members gathered 
to put the plants into the ground. EDHCSD supplied snacks, 
tools, gloves, tools, and signed up the volunteer workers. CNPS 
provided demonstrations on the best way to put native plants 
into the ground and everyone went to work. In about three 
hours, about 110 plants were planted, mulched, and watered. 
Then, in late November, several people broadcasted drifts of 
annual and perennial seeds to provide an early food source for 
pollinators and add color to the garden. Mother 
Nature has assisted by raining quite a lot in the in-
terim.  
 
The Powerline Bike Park project is made up of ap-
proximately 1.5 miles of bike and multi-use trails on 
about 8.14 acres. The pollinator garden was de-
signed in 6 sections and at the moment a quarter-
acre of land has been planted. Sections 3, 4 and 5, 
have been completed. The team hopes to plant in 
sections 1, 2 and 6 in 2025 (See page 4 for site de-
sign map) at which point the pollinator garden will 
comprise 0.44 acres. EDHCSD worked closely with 
the utilities PG&E and SMUD to obtain approval of 
the designs. EDHCSD purchased the plants and EDC 
CNPS provided plant and design expertise. More-
detailed background on the park and the garden 
c a n  b e  f o u n d  h e r e :  h t t p s : / /
w w w . e l d o r a d o h i l l s c s d . o r g /
p r o g r a m s _ a n d _ a m p _ a c t i v i t i e s /
park_improvement___projects_updates/
proposed_bike_park.php  

Showing how it’s done. Photo: Kathleen Barco. 

Volunteers on final day of planting. Photo: EDHCSD. 
_______________________ 
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Planting day at the Powerline Bike Park site; from left, from 
CNPS Kathleen Barco & Madeline Franke, and from EDHCSD, 
Barbara Biglieri  Photo: EDHCSD 
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Elections for chapter officers were held at 
the November 2024 program meeting. 
The following people were elected as 
officers: 

President—Cindy Podsiadlo 
Vice President—Deb Ayres 
Treasurer—Ola Jane Gow 
Secretary—Sue Wallace 

The jobs these volunteers fulfill are critical 
to the successful operation of the chapter.  

We deeply appreciate the willingness of 
these people to serve the chapter and 
support our work on native plant conser-
vation and appreciation. The terms of 
these offices are for two years, and the 
next election will be in Fall 2026. If you 
are interested in serving on the board or 
in one of these positions, please contact 
us at 
web.eldoradocnps@gmail.com. 

RESULTS FROM THE 2024 CHAPTER ELECTION 

CHAPTER TO HOST STATEWIDE MEETING JUNE 6-8, 2025 
Save the date! The El Dorado Chapter 
CNPS will be hosting the June 2025 quar-
terly meeting of CNPS’s statewide Chap-
ter Council. The meeting will be centered 
at the Gold Trail Grange in Coloma on 
June 6-8, 2025. Attendees from out of 
town will likely stay at the cabins and 
campgrounds at the river resorts in the 
Coloma-Lotus area. There will be a Board 
of Directors meeting on Friday afternoon 
and an all-day meeting on June 7 Both 
meetings will be held at the Gold Trail 
Grange. There will be an informal social 
hour/dinner at a local eatery on Friday 
and a dinner and speaker on Saturday 
evening at the Grange. Field trips are also 
being planned for Friday and Sunday. The 
trips will highlight some of the chapter’s 
work and will likely include tours of the 
Pine Hill plants and research, post-wildfire 
environments in the Caldor Fire footprint, 
how some homes survive wildfire, and 
more.  
 
The California Native Plant Society is a 
statewide organization with 36 chapters. 
The Chapter Council, made up of repre-
sentatives from each chapter, teams up 

with the CNPS Board of Directors to lead 
the organization. Each quarter the Chap-
ter Council and Board of Directors meet 
to discuss the business of CNPS and make 
plans for the future. The quarterly meet-
ings are held in various locations through-
out California and hosted by a local chap-
ter. These meetings are an opportunity 
for CNPS leaders from other parts of Cali-
fornia to learn about the issues and con-
cerns of local chapters. 
 
Make the New Year's Resolution: to learn 
more about how to have a fire-resilient 
home AND to protect oaks and other 
native horticulture and habitats near my 
home. Attend some sessions. Attend all 
three days. The meetings, field trips and 
dinner are an opportunity to meet CNPS-
ers from other parts of California and to 
learn more about CNPS activities 
statewide. All CNPS members are invited 
to join these meetings. We will post more 
details about this event on our website 
and in the March newsletter. The chapter 
last hosted chapter council about 10 years 
ago. 

MARCH 25 PROGRAM  
ECOLOGICAL LANDSCAPING: 
IDEAS FOR ALL HOMEOWN-
ERS 
 
Whether or not you garden, ALL 
homeowners can benefit from learning 
about creating home landscapes that 
support bees, butterflies and other 
invertebrates. Learn how you as a 
homeowner can be a part of the solu-
tion to ecological problems! Dr. Doug 
Tallamy has conducted decades of 
research and authored several books 
educating the public on the interaction 
between insects and plants and on 
creating habitats that support our pol-
linators. Learn about using plants that 
support food webs in culturally ac-
ceptable ways. This video discusses 
pollinators and host plants for mon-
archs and other butterflies, reducing 
the amount of lawn, ground covers to 
replace lawn, avoiding invasive plants 
with examples of these, plants for 
meadows, plants for wet areas, differ-
ences between specialist and generalist 
pollinators, native fruit trees, and so 
much more! The current research he is 
working on is discussed as well as but-
terflies, bees and moths and their role 
in pollination. Dr. Tallamy encourages 
young people to begin a career in eco-
logical landscaping and in this video 
he discusses his vision for Homegrown 
National Park and how landowners 
across the country can help solve eco-
logical problems. 
 
This presentation will be via Zoom.  
Check the chapter website and next 
newsletter for registration infor-
mation.  

_______________________ 
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POLLINATOR GARDEN AT POWERLINE BIKE PARK: 
SITE DESIGN 
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DEDICATED TO THE  
PRESERVATION OF  

CALIFORNIA’S NATIVE FLORA 
 

The California Native Plant Society is a 
statewide nonprofit organization of ama-
teurs and professionals with a common 
interest in California's native plants.  The 
mission of the Society is to conserve Cali-
fornia native plants and their natural hab-
itats, and increase understanding, appreci-
ation, and horticultural use of native 
plants. Membership is open to all. 
 
Membership includes the journal Artemi-
sia, quarterly magazine, Flora, which 
gives statewide news and announcements 
of Society activities and conservation is-
sues, and the chapter newsletter Gold 
Field Notes.  To join, call our main office 
in Sacramento, (916) 447-2677, or visit 
www.cnps.org to join online. 

CHAPTER OFFICERS AND COMMITTEE CHAIRS 
Contact Chapter Leadership at web.eldoradocnps@gmail.com 
 
PRESIDENT  Cindy Podsiadlo   
VICE PRESIDENT  Debra Ayres    
SECRETARY  Sue Wallace 
TREASURER  Ola Jane Gow   
BOOKS & POSTERS  Vacant  
CONSERVATION CO-CHAIRS Lester Lubetkin  
 Sue Britting   
SCIENCE COMMITTEE Deb Ayres 
 Ginna Meyer 
CLARK YOUTH FUND  Vacant    
FIELD TRIPS  Ginna Meyer    
INVASIVE EXOTICS CO-CHAIRS Debra Ayres 
 Ginna Meyer  
LIBRARY DEMO GARDEN CO-CHAIRS Cindy Podsiadlo   
 Madeline Franke 
MEMBERSHIP    Cindy Podsiadlo  
PLANT SALE CHAIR Kit Veerkamp   
PROGRAMS  Debra Ayres     
RARE PLANTS Vacant   
VOLUNTEER COORDINATOR Barbara Houghton  
FACEBOOK Annie Walker 
COMMUNICATIONS Kathleen Barco  
WEBMASTER  Deborah Nicolls  
NEWSLETTER     Sue Britting    

For Updates Visit Us on the Web 
www.eldoradoCNPS.org and 

 
                eldoradoCNPS 
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