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CALENDAR 

 

September 21 (Saturday) 

  Program-workshop 

Oaks of California, a hands-on 

workshop to get to know these cru-

cial anchors of our ecosystems. 

Held outside at Placerville Library 

from 10 am to noon. See details to 

right. 

 

September 27 (Friday) 

  Plant walk. 

Trees and Shrubs of the Sierra Ne-

vada Foothills. Quarry Road Trail, 

Auburn State Recreation Area. 9 am 

to 2 pm. 

October 12 to 13 and 19 

  Twice yearly plant sale. 

Online sale October 12-13 and pick-

up on Saturday, October 19. See 

details inside. 

 

November 19 (Tuesday) 

  Program.  

Local arborist John Kipping will 

speak on the oaks of El Dorado 

County via Zoom. From 7 PM to 

8:30 PM. This is our regular month-

ly program, but occurs a week earli-

er to avoid the Thanksgiving holi-

day week. Check website and next 

newsletter for registration infor-

mation.  

 

 

Evening programs (with occasional 

exceptions) are held on the fourth 

Tuesday of January, March, May, 

July, September, and November.  

The program begins at 7 PM and may 

be in-person or hosted via Zoom. 

Check the chapter website for details 

on Zoom link and location (https://

www.eldoradocnps.org/). 

SEPTEMBER 21 WORKSHOP 

OAKS OF CALIFORNIA 

 

This month’s program meeting will be a workshop to get to know native oaks, a 

crucial anchor to our ecosystems. The workshop will be held on September 21, 2024, 

10 am to noon, at The Nature Nook, Placerville Library, 345 Fair Ln., Placerville, CA. 

 

Curious about our local oaks and Cal-

ifornia oaks in general? Did you know 

that more kinds of oaks in California 

grow as shrubs rather than trees? That 

many habitats in California have 

oaks, including some desert plant 

communities? That we have 9 differ-

ent species of oaks (in the genus 

Quercus) in El Dorado County and 11 

total taxa including variations? And, 

that there are naturally occurring oak 

hybrids?! If you’d like to know more 

about these fascinating and hugely 

important members of our ecosys-

tems, and learn how to identify them, 

join Ginna Meyer as she leads the 

workshop at our lovely native plant 

garden – the Nature Nook – at the 

Placerville Library on Saturday, Sep-

tember 21
st
, from 10 am to noon. 

 

This will be a family-friendly event, so 

bring the kids! We will have branches 

and acorns from the various members 

of the Oak family for you to see and 

touch; copies of a California oak col-

oring book, with pages ready to make leaf rubbings; and directions for planting acorns 

and supporting growing oak seedlings. You may bring leaves and acorns from oak trees 

in your own landscape and find out which types of oaks are providing so much habitat 

value right at home. 

 

You may want to bring chairs, as there are none at The Nook, as well as water and a 

hat, since we will be outside for the workshop and the weather might be warm. Ques-

tions? email the workshop leader, Ginna Meyer (web.eldoradocnps@gmail.com). We 

are planning a field trip September 27, 2024 focusing on the trees and shrubs of the 

western foothills of the Sierra Nevada, and of course we’ll be visiting a number (7!) of 

these oaks in their habitats. See inside this newsletter for details about this event.  

Valley oak, Quercus lobata. 

Photo: Ginna Meyer  

OAK IDENTFICATION TOOL 

 

Not able to join us at the workshop or field trip? Check out this handy online tool de-

veloped by University of California Cooperative Extension to view descriptions of 

eight California tree oak species, including information about what the bark, leaves 

and acorns look like. https://oaks.cnr.berkeley.edu/oak-tree-species-id-ecology/   

https://www.eldoradocnps.org/
https://www.eldoradocnps.org/
mailto:web.eldoradocnps@gmail.com
https://oaks.cnr.berkeley.edu/oak-tree-species-id-ecology/


 

_______________________ 
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IN THE FIELD:  

TRACKING RARE PLANTS IN 

THE ELDORADO NATIONAL  

FOREST 

 

Editor’s Note: This article by Caty Franco 

was reprinted from CNPS website. Chap-

ter volunteers have also been monitoring 

rare plants in the Caldor Fire areas, and 

you can read more about that in the July-

August 2023 newsletter (https://

e l d o r a d o c n p s . o r g / w p - c o n t e n t /

uploads/2023/05/July-Aug_2022.pdf). 

 

Exploring the understory  

 

In 2021 and 2022, the Caldor and Mos-

quito fires burned large swaths of the 

Eldorado National Forest and other are-

as. On a recent, hot summer day, volun-

teers and staff joined the CNPS Rare 

Plant Program team in the Eldorado Na-

tional Forest. Our mission? Collect data 

and seeds for rare plants that are regrow-

ing in the wake of the Caldor and Mos-

quito fires. We were excited to find and 

document the recovery of rare plant spe-

cies and I was fortunate to tag along and 

capture highlights from our day together. 

 

Tracking these rare plants is important for 

a few key reasons. It helps us focus our 

conservation efforts, shows how well the 

ecosystem is recovering, and helps pre-

serve the genetic diversity of these plants. 

When we see these plants coming back, 

it’s a sign that the environment is healing 

and that other species might also be re-

covering. Watching how these plants 

adapt and grow after the fire helps scien-

tists understand the long-term effects of 

wildfires and plan better for the future. 

 

Target species  

 

We were especially trying to track down 

yellow bur navarretia (Navarretia prolif-

era ssp. lutea), locate areas where it was 

fruiting, and collect seeds. We also want-

ed to find Pleasant Valley mariposa lily 

(Calochortus clavatus var. avius) in 

bloom and collect a specimen. 

 

When plants like these bloom in large 

groups, collecting seeds helps preserve 

and spread these rare native species. 

Some of these seeds will be planted by 

the U.S. Forest Service to support local 

wildlife and maintain the forest’s histori-

cally diverse plant and animal popula-

tion. Monitoring both species helps us 

gauge the landscape’s recovery and en-

sures their survival, with seed collection 

being essential for their long-term conser-

vation. 

 

Covering polygons  

 

We split into groups and hiked to the 

polygons on our map to search for Na-

varretia. (Polygons are areas the Rare 

Plant team has identified as sites where 

we may find specific plants.) CNPS Field 

Botanist Jordan Collins showed us how 

to collect a museum specimen using a 

field press. 

 

Collecting seeds 

 

The Rare Plant team also showed the rest 

of us how to collect seeds. We gathered 

seeds from around 140 different plants, 

totaling around 6,000 seeds for two dif-

ferent museum collections: California 

Botanic Garden and our partners at the 

United States Forest Service. Collecting  

(continued on page 4) 

_______________________ 
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Left: Late-blooming yellow bur navarretia (Navarretia prolifera ssp. lutea), Right: 

Pleasant Valley mariposa lily (Calochortus clavatus var. avius).  Photo: Caty Franco. 

Left: Volunteer Bill Blackburn 

and Jordan Collins on the 

way to find the Navarettia.  

 

Right: Bill excitedly finding a 

late-flowering specimen of 

the Navarettia. Bill and his 

wife Natalia (not pictured), 

members of the CNPS El Do-

rado Chapter, have long 

been dedicated to conserva-

tion projects in the Eldorado 

National Forest, holding vast 

knowledge of the region. 

Photo: Caty Franco 

https://eldoradocnps.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/July-Aug_2022.pdf
https://eldoradocnps.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/July-Aug_2022.pdf
https://eldoradocnps.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/July-Aug_2022.pdf


TRACKING RARE PLANTS IN 

CALFOR FIRE AREA  

(cont. from page 3) 

 

such a large sample size allows us to have 

a broad range of genetic diversity across 

the species for future research. Our fin-

gers got poked by the Navarretia’s sharp 

seed pods, but more seasoned volunteers 

shared tips on how to process them, en-

couraging us to seek out those with nice, 

medium-to-dark brown seeds ready for 

harvest, and collect them into small 

pouches.  

 

While we were collecting, we bonded 

over the soreness in our legs from all the 

squatting and shared other relatable field-

work experiences. This camaraderie in-

spired us to create a fun Instagram video 

highlighting common tropes from the 

field. 

 

At one point, we heard excited shouts 

from a group that had ventured further, 

bushwhacking. They had found a patch 

of Calochortus clavatus var. avius nearby! 

 

Finding Calochortus  

 

Back in the truck, we headed to our next 

stop, about 20 minutes away, to find 

Calochortus clavatus var. avius closer to 

the road. We arrived at a hill dotted with 

these gorgeous yellow lilies, interspersed 

with the beautiful purple hues of coyote 

mint (Monardella villosa) and the bright 

yellow woolly sunflower (Eriophyllum 

lanatum). We moseyed up the hill, taking 

hundreds of photos. Happy pollinators 

took naps in the blooms, and we spotted 

an assortment of bumblebees, butterflies, 

and carpenter bees. 

 

The views were breathtaking, and the 

light breeze on the hill was refreshing. 

Seeing so much life emerging from the 

Caldor fire scar felt hopeful to us—it was 

quite literally seeing beauty from ashes! 

 

We collected “accidental samples”—

flowers that had naturally broken off—to 

use for museum samples. Jordan and 

Kristen demonstrated the sampling pro-

cess. 

 

The Ride Home  

 

As the day wore on, the heat and hiking 

took their toll. Those of us not regularly 

in the field marveled at the Rare Plant 

team’s resilience. Several of them endure 

these elements nearly every day for the 

sake of protecting these rare plants— and 

this was a light field day for them! Look 

for more blogs from the field and click 

the links below to learn more about 

some of the plants we were tracking.  

Left: CNPS staff and 

volunteers admiring a 

hillside dotted with 

Pleasant Valley mari-

posa lily (Calochortus 

clavatus var. avi-

us). Right: A bumble-

bee nestled within 

Calochortus clavatus 

var. avius.  Photo: 

Caty Franco. 

MORE ABOUT RARE PLANTS 

AND THE CALDOR FIRE 

 

KCRA, a local Sacramento news station did 

a short piece on rare plants and the Caldor 

Fire. Check out this link for a 3 minute  

video:  

_______________________ 
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https://www.kcra.com/article/revive-rare-

plants-caldor-mosquito-fires/61562188?

fbclid=IwY2xjawEtqdNleHRuA2FlbQIxMQABHZ

ND9t3u3dptV3m6NxxYeJquOv4NGbBlbCIaz-

3q7uKOHbXZpl7AO5PoIA_aem_h8Ir_-

oK0gO7qK3gcuFQWw 

https://www.kcra.com/article/revive-rare-plants-caldor-mosquito-fires/61562188?fbclid=IwY2xjawEtqdNleHRuA2FlbQIxMQABHZND9t3u3dptV3m6NxxYeJquOv4NGbBlbCIaz-3q7uKOHbXZpl7AO5PoIA_aem_h8Ir_-oK0gO7qK3gcuFQWw
https://www.kcra.com/article/revive-rare-plants-caldor-mosquito-fires/61562188?fbclid=IwY2xjawEtqdNleHRuA2FlbQIxMQABHZND9t3u3dptV3m6NxxYeJquOv4NGbBlbCIaz-3q7uKOHbXZpl7AO5PoIA_aem_h8Ir_-oK0gO7qK3gcuFQWw
https://www.kcra.com/article/revive-rare-plants-caldor-mosquito-fires/61562188?fbclid=IwY2xjawEtqdNleHRuA2FlbQIxMQABHZND9t3u3dptV3m6NxxYeJquOv4NGbBlbCIaz-3q7uKOHbXZpl7AO5PoIA_aem_h8Ir_-oK0gO7qK3gcuFQWw
https://www.kcra.com/article/revive-rare-plants-caldor-mosquito-fires/61562188?fbclid=IwY2xjawEtqdNleHRuA2FlbQIxMQABHZND9t3u3dptV3m6NxxYeJquOv4NGbBlbCIaz-3q7uKOHbXZpl7AO5PoIA_aem_h8Ir_-oK0gO7qK3gcuFQWw
https://www.kcra.com/article/revive-rare-plants-caldor-mosquito-fires/61562188?fbclid=IwY2xjawEtqdNleHRuA2FlbQIxMQABHZND9t3u3dptV3m6NxxYeJquOv4NGbBlbCIaz-3q7uKOHbXZpl7AO5PoIA_aem_h8Ir_-oK0gO7qK3gcuFQWw
https://www.kcra.com/article/revive-rare-plants-caldor-mosquito-fires/61562188?fbclid=IwY2xjawEtqdNleHRuA2FlbQIxMQABHZND9t3u3dptV3m6NxxYeJquOv4NGbBlbCIaz-3q7uKOHbXZpl7AO5PoIA_aem_h8Ir_-oK0gO7qK3gcuFQWw


EL DORADO CHAPTER’S WEED WARRIORS 

 

Our chapter has an energetic and busy weed-removal team. 

One area of focus is Pine Hill Preserve, El Dorado County’s bio-

diversity hotspot within the hotspot of California. Many of you 

have visited different parts of the Preserve by participating in 

the spring tours that our chapter organizes and leads on behalf 

of the Bureau of Land Management’s (BLM) Mother Lode Of-

fice, the Preserve’s management agency. From these visits, 

you’ve learned about the unique habitats and the amazing suite 

of rare plant species the conservation and protection for which 

the Preserve was established. One of the threats these rare spe-

cies face is the invasion of non-native plants, and our chapter 

has been involved for a number of years helping the BLM to   

control these weeds in various key units of the Preserve. Over 

the past few years, we have targeted Italian thistle (Carduus 

pyncnocephalus), star thistle (Centaurea solstitialis), tocalote 

(Centaurea melitensis), and stinkwort (Dittrichia graveolens) 

among other invasive species. The first three of these are pulled 

in the spring, ideally before they begin to flower and set seed. 

In April, five of us worked to remove these three invasives from 

the Farview unit and the fuel break of the Cameron Park unit. 

Stinkwort is a late-season plant that begins to grow in the sum-

mer months, flowering and setting seed in late August-

September. Our stinkwort removal efforts this summer have 

targeted the Cameron Park unit fuel break. Also, in 2023, we 

had “attacked” a heavy infestation of stinkwort in a County-

owned parcel at the southern end of the Cameron Park unit. 

Recently we revisited this site and were happy to see that our 

efforts last year had paid off and were able to pull up the few 

remaining patches of stinkwort there in under two hours! We 

plan to revisit both the Cameron Park fuel break and the more 

southern parcel in a few weeks to see if we missed any plants. 

We have found that with stinkwort, even just a single missed 

plant can produce thousands of seeds and this results in many, 

many new plants to remove the following year. 

 

(continued page 6) 

Mike Nehl, Will Carlson, Lisa Couper and Janet Cicero pulling 

stinkwort at Cameron Park County Parcel, August, 2023.  

Photo: Ginna Meyer 

Pile of Italian thistle pulled at Farview unit, 

Pine Hill Preserve, April, 2024.  

Photo: Ginna Meyer 

Tal and Bill Blackburn and Al Ludke removing stinkwort at Cameron Park Unit 

fuel break, Pine Hill Preserve, August 2024. Photo: Ginna Meyer _______________________ 
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WEED WARRIORS (continued from page 5) 

Heading further east, in the Eldorado National Forest, Shellie 

and Steve Perry with other chapter volunteers have been re-

moving invasive plant species in the footprint of the devastating 

2021 Caldor fire. Read Shellie’s account below about these ef-

forts. 

 

Last Summer, while husband Steve and I (Shellie) were driving 

up Mormon Emigrant Trail toward Carson Pass, I saw in the 

distance what looked like a bright white ribbon. It was visible 

on the hillside well above the beautiful Leek Springs Ecological 

Preserve. When we went to investigate, we found around 8,000 

to 10,000 Ox-eye Daisy plants (also known as Leucanthemum 

vulgare), in spectacular and horrible bloom.  The Caldor fire 

had made the plants visible from MET by burning up the forest 

that used to hide their presence, while also providing the perfect 

conditions for the shockingly rapid growth and spread of this 

invasive species; much more water and sunlight because the 

trees were dead and the shrubs burned to the ground, along 

with lots of ash for fertilizer, which supplied minerals the plants 

used to produce their mass bloom.  The infestation roughly foll- 

 

 

owed an ephemeral drainage downhill, right to the edge of the 

Leek Springs Preserve. The Preserve is an amazing place, incredi-

bly fertile, and surprisingly free of weeds, even in the dry areas. 

If the Ox-eye Daisy takes hold in the meadow, the Preserve's 

value as a wildlife refuge could be seriously and permanently 

compromised, and the Ox-eye Daisy seeds would be carried 

through the streams to infest the Cosumnes River downstream. 

We must not let that happen! So, we have workdays. So far, 

participants have been as few as three or four, and as many as 

seven or eight, including one member of the Sacramento chap-

ter of CNPS. We are learning how to 

fight the weed by doing it, making it 

up as we go along. The more people 

participate, the faster we can devise 

ways to get better results with less 

time spent. As the area is above 7,000 

elevation, it never gets really hot. 

And, it really is a pretty place.  

 

Thank you to all the dedicated volun-

teers who have spent much time and 

energy to protect the habitats of the 

special and unique native plant com-

munities of our area! Come join us! 

To volunteer, contact us by emailing: 

web.eldoradocnps@gmail.com. 

 

Ginna Meyer and Shellie Perry 

Ox-eye daisy infestation above Leek Spring Meadow, the 

source of propagules in the meadow itself. 2023. Photo: Steve 

Perry 

Steve Perry, Mike Nehl, Tal Blackburn, Shellie Perry, and Bill 

Blackburn at the end of the day pulling ox-eye daisy at Leek 

Spring Meadow, August 2024. Photo: Roger Jensen 

Shellie Perry, Mike Nehl, and Roger Jensen pulling/digging ox-eye daisy along the creek 

that introduced them into Leek Spring Meadow, 2023.      Photo: Steve Perry 

_______________________ 
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PLANT WALK 

 

Trees and Shrubs of the Sierra Nevada 

Foothills  

When: Friday, September 27, 2024, 9 

am – approximately 2 pm  

Where: Quarry Road Trail, Auburn State 

Recreation Area 

 

What to know: This field trip is a stand-

alone or a follow-up to our September 

21
st
 “Oaks of California” workshop at the 

El Dorado CNPS native plant garden – 

the Nature Nook – at the Placerville Li-

brary. (See the notice about the work-

shop under “Events” on our website 

eldoradocnps.org.) Quarry Road Trail is 

simply gorgeous in the fall! We will meet 

seven different species of oaks there, in-

cluding trees and shrubs, and you’ll learn 

to recognize the different species as well 

as their important roles in foothill habi-

tats. 

 

But that’s not all! The Quarry Road Trail 

passes through the habitats of a diverse 

collection of foothill shrubs and trees 

besides the oaks, so we’ll get to know 

them, also. Plus, since we’re visiting in 

the fall, the flowering trees and shrubs 

will be producing their fruits and seeds, 

which can be 

very helpful in identifying them, as well 

as adding color and beauty to the land-

scapes of which they are a part. 

 

This trail is an easy one. From the trail-

head - off Highway 49 at the confluence 

of the north and middle forks of the 

American River – to our lunch “spot” is a 

mile on an old roadbed. This was once 

the route of a railway transporting lime-

stone from the quarry. After lunch, we’ll 

proceed further east on the trail for 

about another half mile to a slope cov-

ered by the shrub form of Oregon oak 

(Quercus garryana var. semota) resem-

bling an elfin forest of the craggy oaks. 

This portion of the trail has a bit more 

hilliness but is on an old road and thus is 

a fairly easy trek.  

 

We aim to return to the trailhead by 

about 2 pm. The total length of our walk 

will be about 3 miles. However, folks 

that wish to return to the trailhead after 

lunch are welcome to do so; you’ll just 

need to let the trip leaders know. The 

total length of the that walk is about 2 

miles. There are pit toilet and Port-a-

Potty facilities available along the trail.  

 

You’ll want to bring water, lunch/snacks, 

insect repellent, sunscreen, and your cam-

era. You might also like to bring a field 

guide along, such as the Laws Field Guide 

to the Sierra Nevada, the CNPS Redbud 

Chapter’s Trees and Shrubs of Nevada 

and Placer Counties, or Stuart and Saw-

yer’s Trees and Shrubs of California, and 

some binoculars, too, for bird watching.  

 

Questions? Email our Field Trip Coordi-

nator, Ginna Meyer 

(web.eldoradocnps@gmail.com). 

 

Please reserve your space and receive 

additional meeting location information 

here: https://eldoradocnps.org/events/

grass-lake-and-old-highway-89-copy/ 

 

 

NOVEMBER 19 PROGRAM  

 

Local arborist John Kipping will speak 

on the oaks of El Dorado County via 

Zoom. From 7 PM to 8:30 PM. Check 

website and next newsletter for regis-

tration information.  

 

This is our regular monthly program, 

but occurs a week earlier to avoid the 

Thanksgiving holiday week. 

Blue oak, Quercus douglasii . 

Photo: Ginna Meyer  
_______________________ 
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El Dorado Chapter 

California Native Plant Society 

P.O. Box 1948 

Placerville, CA  95667 

September-October 2024 

DEDICATED TO THE  

PRESERVATION OF  

CALIFORNIA’S NATIVE FLORA 

 

The California Native Plant Society is a 

statewide nonprofit organization of ama-

teurs and professionals with a common 

interest in California's native plants.  The 

mission of the Society is to conserve Cali-

fornia native plants and their natural hab-

itats, and increase understanding, appreci-

ation, and horticultural use of native 

plants. Membership is open to all. 

 

Membership includes the journal Artemi-

sia, quarterly magazine, Flora, which 

gives statewide news and announcements 

of Society activities and conservation is-

sues, and the chapter newsletter Gold 

Field Notes.  To join, call our main office 

in Sacramento, (916) 447-2677, or visit 

www.cnps.org to join online. 

CHAPTER OFFICERS AND COMMITTEE CHAIRS 

Contact Chapter Leadership at web.eldoradocnps@gmail.com 

 

PRESIDENT  Vacant   

VICE PRESIDENT  Debra Ayres    

SECRETARY  Sue Wallace 

TREASURER  Ola Jane Gow   

BOOKS & POSTERS  Vacant  

CONSERVATION CO-CHAIRS Lester Lubetkin  

 Sue Britting   

SCIENCE COMMITTEE Deb Ayres 

 Ginna Meyer 

CLARK YOUTH FUND  Vacant    

FIELD TRIPS  Ginna Meyer    

INVASIVE EXOTICS CO-CHAIRS Debra Ayres 

 Ginna Meyer  

LIBRARY DEMO GARDEN CO-CHAIRS Cindy Podsiadlo   

 Madeline Franke 

MEMBERSHIP    Cindy Podsiadlo  

PLANT SALE CHAIR Kit Veerkamp   

PROGRAMS  Debra Ayres     

RARE PLANTS Vacant   

VOLUNTEER COORDINATOR Barbara Houghton  

FACEBOOK Annie Walker 

COMMUNICATIONS Kathleen Barco  

WEBMASTER  Deborah Nicolls  

NEWSLETTER     Sue Britting    

For Updates Visit Us on the Web 

www.eldoradoCNPS.org and 

 

                eldoradoCNPS 

PLANT SALE 

Order online October 12 to 13  

Pick-up in Placerville October 19 

See details inside. 

mailto:web.eldoradocnps@gmail.com

