March 22 (Tuesday)
Chapter program.
See article to right for details.

April 2 (Saturday)

Plant Sale.
Twice yearly plant sale. See article
to right for details.

April 9 (Saturday)

Garden Tour.
Self guided tour of native gardens in
Sacramento area; sponsored by Sac-
ramento Valley CNPS. Sign-up at:
gardensgonenative @gmail.com.

April 9 (Saturday)

Workshop.
Plant Families in the Garden. Friends
of the Chico State Herbarium, details
at the Friends website:
www.friendsofthechicostateherbariu
m.com/

May 7 (Saturday)

Plant walk.
Kanaka Valley, Pine Hill Preserve.
See details inside.

May 24 (Tuesday)

Chapter program.
Plant Walks Around Here. See inside
for details.

May 24 (Tuesday)

Field trip.
Rare Moss Field Trip. Friends of the
Chico State Herbarium, details at the
Friends website:
www.friendsofthechicostateherbariu
m.com/

Evening programs are held on the
fourth Tuesday of January, March,
May, July, September, and Novem-
ber. The program begins at 7 PM at
the Planning Commission Room,
Building C, 2850 Fairlane Court,
Placerville.

MARCH 22 PROGRAM

GARDENS GONE NATIVE PREVIEW

What does a garden of native plants look like? Tara Collins from the Sacramento
Valley chapter CNPS will present on previous and upcoming Sacramento CNPS-
sponsored Gardens Gone Native tour. The tour features approximately 20 home
gardens in and around Sacramento, comprised of at least 50% California native
plants. The self-guided tour is on Saturday April 9.

This program will be held on March 22. The program begins at 7 PM at the Plan-
ning Commission Room, Building C, 2850 Fairlane Court, Placerville. The talk is free
and open to the public.

NATIVE PLANT SALE
SATURDAY, APRIL 2
9AMTO1PM

Join us at our twice yearly native plant
sale. We will be offering a great selection
of native and drought tolerant plants that
will grow well in our area. Books on
gardening with native plants and natural
history will also be available for sale. If
you are new to gardening with native
plants, there will be plenty of experi-
enced gardeners at the sale to answer
your questions.
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This newsletter includes a list of plants
that are likely to be at the sale so that
you can plan ahead for your shopping
trip. As in recent sales, we will not be
taking orders for plants prior to the sale,
so make certain you come down when
we first open at 9 AM for the best selec-
tion. Cash or checks only; all sales are
final.

The sale will be held at the EI Dorado
County Government Center between
buildings A and B at 330 Fair Lane,
Placerville (across the street from the li-
brary).




RARE PLANT TREASURE HUNT — FIRST OF THE SEASON

Eight people attended the first Rare Plant
Treasure Hunt of the season on February
22. led by Annie Walker and Debra
Ayres, Natalia Blackburn, Steve Dowty,
Ola Jane Gow, Shellie Perry, Tripp Mikich
and Mike Taylor, all of the El Dorado
Chapter of the California Native Plant
Society, hunted for the primary target
species a certain dry land sedge peculiar to
gabbro and serpentine soils. This sedge,
Carex xerophila, was recently (2014) de-
scribed formally by three west coast bota-
nists including Lawrence Janeway of the
CSU Chico Herbarium. Associated with
the sedge, we noted many of the other
rare species of the Pine Hill rare plant
complex. We saw Ceanothus roderickii
(in bud); Calystegia stebbinsii, Wyethia
reticulata, Chlorogalum grandiflorum,
Helianthemum sp., and Packera layneae.

We assembled at the corner of Sandal-
wood Lane and Calderwood Road at the
north side of a small Preserve known as
50 at 50. After introductions and the pre-
liminary paperwork, we walked Calder-
wood road south to the dirt frontage
road at highway 50. There we found the
type locality of our target species (the
type locality is the place in which a type
specimen was found and formally de-
scribed). The whole group then surveyed
west on the frontage (or power line) dirt
road and found several more dense
groupings of our sedge. At a point where
the power line road continued west, and
another road headed north, we split into
two groups and surveyed along additional
dirt roads. We also made short forays
into the thick chaparral to ascertain

whether the sedge was hiding in the
shrubs. For the most part, it was not. Our
group circled back along an east west
trending fire line which was likely con-
structed during the 2007 fire on this prop-
erty. We found more locations, though
they were smaller populations with less
individual plant clumps. A small party
moved north of this fire line into the old
burn and searched for C. xerophila. None
were found.

The sedge seems to crave sunshine and
human-caused disturbance, like road
building and blading, on gabbro soils. It
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seemingly does not occur within mature
chaparral, likely due to shading. lts ab-
sence on the burned site may be due to its
absence there before the fire under the
dense shrub canopy, or inability to survive
fire (via deep rhizomes or buried seed).

At the end of our day, the BLM Manager
of the Pine Hill Preserves, Graciela Hin-
shaw and her intern, Mia Dawson drove
up and we talked of the problems we had
seen with off-roaders and with weed col-
onies being introduced by vehicle disturb-
ance.
Annie Walker
Rare Plant Chair

TwoO NEW BOARD MEMBERS

A hearty welcome to our newest board
members, Karen Buckland (webmaster)
and Christie Johnson (secretary)! Here’s a
little background on each- be sure and say
“hi” at our next general meeting.

Karen is a lifelong learner, and has jumped
feet first into learning joomla and tackling
our CNPS website redesign (watch for the
April T unveiling!). In early retirement
after 20 years operating a farming business
with her husband, she loves the natural
world, and is anxious to help with its

conservation. Karen has been a member
of the Traverse Creek Stewardship group
here in our county, and the Dry Creek
Watershed Stewardship Group in Napa
County. She is currently a Master Garden-
er, hiker, fisherwoman, camper, and pho-
tographer. Karen is also well-versed in
computereeze, having been involved with
computers since the 1980s.

Christie has lived and gardened in the Sier-
ra Foothills (Amador County) for 30
years, with a special interest in native
plants, sustainable practices, and water-
wise gardening over the past 16 years.

Having earned Certificates in both Land-
scape Design and Landscape Maintenance,
she runs her own landscape design and
pruning business (Milkweed Garden De-
signs). Christie has been a docent for 10
years at Indian Grinding Rock State Park,
where she also served as secretary for their
board. She loves to hike, snowshoe,
mountain bike, travel, and visit botanical
gardens and arboretums.

We’re so fortunate to have these two ded-
icated women on our board!

Alice Cantelow

Chapter President
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UPCOMING FIELD TRIPS

May 7 (Saturday)
Kanaka Valley, Pine Hill Preserve
Led by BLM volunteer naturalists,

Dorado County. We will be visiting
newly discovered lava caps and areas
of recovering forest. Contact Shellie
Perry (seperry55@comcast.net) for
details.

0 Mid- to late June (date to be determined)

register contact: Graciela Hinshaw, Pine o4 00204 Post-fire Recovery

Hill Preserve Manager, either by email,
pinehillpreserve@gmail.com, or by
phone, (916) 941-3134.

May 21 (Saturday)

Lava Caps — Eldroado National Forest
One or two lava caps on the Eldorado
National Forest (southern ElI Dorado
County). Exact destination and length of
walk still to be determined. Contact
Shellie Perry (seperry55@comcast.net)
for details.

June 18 (Saturday)

King Fire — Recovering Forest

Recently burned forest that are in the
Rubicon River drainage, in northern El

Heenan Lake, near Monitor Pass, in
Alpine County. Some of the mountain
meadows and open forest around Hee-
nan Lake burned last year in the Wash-
ington fire. Some did not. Let’s go see
the effects of the fire! Contact Shellie
Perry (seperry55@comcast.net) for
details.

July or August (date to be determined)
Iron Mountain Meadows

We will see rugged volcanic terrain,
red fir forest, and wet meadows chock-
full of flowers. Contact Shellie Perry
(seperry55 @comcast.net) for details.

CALLING ALL PHOTOGRAPHERS

Help us promote native plants with your
beautiful photos! The El Dorado Chapter
of CNPS is undertaking a number of pro-
jects that require photographs of plants
and habitats around the area. These pro-
jects include:

1. New notecards, to be sold to members
and also to be used for chapter corre-
spondence; approximately 12 to 15 high
quality photographs are needed .

2. Posters for educational use, including
meetings, library displays, and plant sales;
again, approximately 12 to 15 high quali-
ty photographs are needed.

3. Incorporation on the new web site,
which will feature the plants, vegetation
and specific wildflower localities of El
Dorado County; photographs of as many
species, vegetation types and localities as
possible are needed.

This is a call for photographs that fit any
or all of the above planned uses. We ask
that you have taken the photograph
yourself, and have ownership of the
rights to the photograph. We also ask
that you be willing to allow the El Dora-
do Chapter of CNPS to use the photo-
graph for educational and promotional
purposes of the chapter. Your name will
appear with the photograph, in whatever
form it is used. If you wish, you may be
more specific as to what the photograph
may be used for, and what form the
acknowledgement should take. The

chapter will re-size or re-format the
photograph if this is necessary for
any particular purpose.

If possible, the photograph should have
been taken in El Dorado County, but it
may have been taken elsewhere if the
species or the vegetation type occurs
within the county. Please include as much
of the following information as possible,
where it is known to you: species, locali-
ty, habitat, date, and any other useful
information. Please also indicate if you
believe that the photograph is particularly
suitable for one of the planned uses, and
also if you would like your name to ap-
pear in a specific form in acknowledge-
ment.

The photographs for the notecards and
for the posters are needed as soon as pos-
sible, while photographs for the web site
relating to species, habitats and localities
may be added at any time over the next
months or even years. So keep an eye
open for new possibilities all the time.

One or a few photographs may be sent as
email attachments to the membership
secretary at eldoradoc-
nps@gmail.com. Larger numbers may be
supplied on CD, memory stick (flash
drive) or any other convenient
means. Please contact the membership
secretary on the above email for further
details. Thank you!!

MAY 24 PROGRAM
PLANT WALKS AROUND
HERE

Join us for a virtual tour of wildflower
adventures close to home. Chapter
member Sue Britting will take us from
the foothills to the crest of the Sierra
Nevada while highlighting unique plant
communities and spectacular landscapes
in El Dorado County. This will be a slide
tour of hikes that you can take through-
out the year. A handout describing the
trips will also be available. Sue Britting
is a former president of the CNPS board
of directors, and is passionate about the
Sierra Nevada bioregion. We hope this
presentation inspires you to attend one
of our chapter’s upcoming plant walks
that are described in our newsletters and
on our website.

This program will be held on Tuesday,
May 24, at 7 PM at the Planning Com-
mission Room, Building C, 2850 Fair-
lane Court, Placerville. The program is
free to both members and the public.

Book CORNER

We have many new and restocked book
titles available from the Chapter Book
‘Lair’. Whether you want to learn from the
experiences of native plant enthusiasts,
obtain a new gardening with native plants
book (there are too many titles to list) or
need a new field guide, we have the right
book for you. Some of our new titles in-
clude: Lester Rowntree’s Hardy Californi-
ans, Native Plants for High Elevation West-
ern Gardens, California Native Gardening
A Month to Month Guide, Natural Ene-
mies Handbook lllustrated Guide to Bio-
logical Pest Control, Reimagining the Cali-
fornia Lawn, California Foraging, Jepson
Prairie Preserve Handbook and Hiking the
Oregon and California Wild Rivers Coun-
try, just to name a few. Come by for a
look at the book table at our next chapter
meeting in March and don't forget the
book tables at our plant sale in
April. Happy Gardening!
Bonnie East
Book and Poster Chair

Gold Field Notes ¢ El Dorado Chapter * March-April 2016+ page 3


mailto:eldoradocnps@gmail.com
mailto:eldoradocnps@gmail.com
mailto:pinehillpreserve@gmail.com
mailto:seperry55@comcast.net
mailto:seperry55@comcast.net
mailto:seperry55@comcast.net
mailto:seperry55@comcast.net

El Dorado Chapter

P.O. Box 1948

please contact Shellie

(530) 644-6335.

For Updates Visit Us on the Web
www .eldoradoCNPS.org and

u eldoradoCNPS

| CALIFORNIA
" NATIVE PLANT SOCIETY

DEDICATED TO THE
PRESERVATION OF
CALIFORNIA’S NATIVE FLORA

The California Native Plant Society is a
statewide nonprofit organization of ama-
teurs and professionals with a common
interest in California's native plants. The
mission of the Society is to conserve Cali-
fornia native plants and their natural hab-
itats, and increase understanding, appreci-
ation, and horticultural use of native
plants. Membership is open to all.

Membership includes the quarterly jour-
nal, Fremontia, the quarterly Bulletin,
which gives statewide news and an-
nouncements of Society activities and
conservation issues, and the chapter
newsletter Gold Field Notes. To join,
call our main office in Sacramento, (916)
447-2677, or visit www.cnps.org to join
online.

California Native Plant Society

YOUR HELP NEEDED AT
PLANT SALE ON APRIL 2

We need help setting up in the
morning and assisting through-
out the day on Saturday. If you
A are interested in helping out,

CHAPTER OFFICERS AND COMMITTEE CHAIRS

Perry
PRESIDENT Alice Cantelow
VICE PRESIDENT Debra Ayres
SECRETARY Christie Johnson
TREASURER Cindy Podsiadlo

BOOKs & POSTERS Bonnie East
CLARK YOUTH FUND PROGRAM
Jinnah Benn

CONSERVATION  Sue Britting
EDUCATION & OUTREACH
Mahala Guggiano

Field Trips Diane Cornwall
HOSPITALITY

Pat Guge
INVASIVE EXOTICS  Mike Taylor
RARE PLANTS Annie Walker
MEMBERSHIP Judith Whiffin
PLANT SALEs Shellie Perry
PROGRAMS Debra Ayres

WRIGHTS LAKE WILDFLOWER WALKS
Rich Wade

Tripp Mikich
WEB MASTER Karen Buckland
NEWSLETTER Sue Britting

(530)622-5306
(530) 672-9976

(530) 642-0648
(530) 417-1086

(916) 508-2982
(530) 295-8210

(530) 888-1404

Marty Oberlander (530) 333-1536

(530) 620-6583
(530) 626-1196
(530) 626-3678
(530) 622-7945
(530) 644-6335
(530) 672-9976

(530) 644-7210

COMMUNICATIONS & PUBLIC RELATIONS

(530) 748-9365
(530) 333-1534
(530) 295-8210

alicecantelow @gmail.com
drayres@ucdavis.edu
mwdesigns@suttercreek.com

clpodsiadlo@yahoo.com
redshldr.1002 @yahoo.com

jinnahbean @yahoo.com
britting @earthlink.net

mahala@flourishontheweb.com
dancing wildflowers@me.com
mober44@gmail.com
pguge@yahoo.com
m.taylor@live.com
agastache@att.net
deltajud@gmail.com
seperry55@comcast.net
drayres@ucdavis.edu

rwade@spi-ind.com
trippdmnh@yahoo.com

kabuckland@gmail.com
britting@earthlink.net



