CALENDAR

September 23 (Tuesday)
Program.

Landscaping with native plants.

note to right for details.

See

October 4 (Saturday)
Twice yearly native plant sale.
See article to the right for details.

October 11 (Saturday)

Workshop
Calflora's Observer Pro: Emerging Bo-
tanical Field Methods. Offered by the
Friends of the Chico Herbarium from
9:30 am to 4 pm. See their website
for details: http://www.csuchico.edu/
biol/Herb/workshops/
Field Methods 10-11-14.pdf

October 18 (Saturday)

Workshop
Medicinal Botany. Offered by the
Friends of the Chico Herbarium from 8
am to 1 pm. See website for details:
http://www.csuchico.edu/biol/Herb/
workshops/Medicinal_Botany_10-18-
14.pdf

November 22 (Saturday)

Workshop.
Native plant gardening workshop at
new garden site at Folsom Lake Col-
lege off Missouri Flat Rd. Companion
to November program (see inside for
details). Contact Alice Cantelow (530-
622-5306; greendowell@att.net).

November 25 (Tuesday)

Program.
Rising From The Starthistle: A Native
Plant Demonstration Garden Takes
Shape In Placerville. See inside for
details.

Evening programs are held on the fourth
Tuesday of January, March, May, July,
September, and November, and begin at
7 PM at the Planning Commission Room,
Building C, 2850 Fairlane Court, Placer-
ville.

SEPTEMBER 23R° PROGRAM:

CALIFORNIA NATIVE PERENNIALS AND SHRUBS FOR

SIERRA FOOTHILL GARDENS

Join naturalist and horticulturist Nancy

Gilbert for a presentation, through pho- [

tos and text, of over ninety beautiful na-
tive species of grasses, sedges, rushes, geo-

phytes, perennials and woody shrubs that A
are well suited for use in home land- §
scapes. The plants are organized and pre- §

sented by the types of habitats where
they are found growing in the wild. The
presentation also discusses irrigation and
water management, drought tolerance,

wildlife value, deer resistance, and many §

other aspects of each plant species.

Nancy Gilbert has a MS degree in Sci-
ence Education and has worked for
years as a naturalist, environmental edu-

Nancy with wild California anemones

cator, designer/project manager, and horticulturist. She is co-owner of Far West Bulb
Farm, a California native bulb nursery located in Grass Valley, CA. She has served as the
Education Chair of the Redbud chapter of CNPS and is a member of the Editorial Re-
view Committee for the forthcoming book by the chapter: Trees and Shrubs of Nevada
and Placer Counties. She is also an avid nature photographer and enjoys sharing her
knowledge, experience and photos about native plant gardening through her slide

presentations.

This program will be held on September 23. The program begins at 7 PM at the Plan-
ning Commission Room, Building C, 2850 Fairlane Court, Placerville.

FALL NATIVE PLANT SALE
OCTOBER 4, 9 AMTO 1 PM

Fall is here and it’s time for our twice year-
ly plant sale. Once again will be offering a
great selection of native and drought toler-
ant plants that will grow well in our area.
Books on gardening with native plants and
natural history will be available for sale as
well as free donated magazines
(conservation, gardening etc.). Any one
needing magazines for the classroom etc.
please feel free to take some.

If you are new to gardening with native

plants, there will be plenty of experienced
gardeners at the sale to answer your ques-

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!

tions.

This newsletter includes a list of plants that
are likely to be at the sale so that you can
plan ahead for your shopping trip. As in
recent sales, we will not be taking orders
for plants prior to the sale, so make certain
you come down when we first open at 9
AM for the best selection. Cash or checks
only; all sales are final. Please bring your
own boxes to transport your plants.

LOCATED BETWEEN
COUNTY BUILDINGS A AND B

The sale will be held at the El Dorado
County Government Center between
buildings A and B at 330 Fair Lane, Placer-
ville (across the street from the library).

We need help setting up in the morning and assist-

ing throughout the day on Saturday. If you are interested in helping out, Please
contact Shellie Perry (530) 644-6335 or seperry55@comcast.net.



A RARE PHOTO OpP

Somewhere in a remote corner of the
Lassen National Forest, off a seldom used
dirt track and a short hike up a hill, is a
patch of inconspicuous and extremely
rare buckwheat, Friogonum spectabile

B.L. Corbin, Reveal & R. Barron, or Bar-
ron's buckwheat, common-named after El
Dorado Chapter's own Annie Walker, aka
Robin Barron, who discovered the new
species while doing timber sale plant sur-

Foliage of Eriogonum spectabile.

veys for the US Forest Service in 1997.
Eventually the plant was indeed con-
firmed as a new species by Eriogonum
expert Dr. James Reveal at University of
Maryland, who described and named the
species. The low-growing buckwheat,
with its unusual hairy pink flowers, grows
in a roughly 100 m square area atop a
ridge in the Lassen National Forest. In the
17 years since its discovery, only one oth-
er smaller location of the plant, not far
away, has been discovered.

Listed as 1B.2 by CNPS Inventory of Rare
and Endangered Plants, few people have
actually ever seen this rare plant, let alone
photographed it. The location itself is not
made public due to concerns over disturb-
ance of the exceedingly fragile popula-
tion, a population which apparently is a
"remnant species" that may have once had
much wider distribution during an earlier
time in the region's ecological and evolu-
tionary natural history.

Recently, botanists Annie Walker and Da-
vid Popp, along with photographer Tripp

I Mikich, revisited the "classified" location

to see how it was doing and to photo-
graph it. (Annie hadn't been back to see
the plant in over 10 years.) We were
quite lucky to arrive during its bloom sea-
son, and although apparently 3 of the

Flowers of Eriogonum spectabile.
Photo: Tripp Mikich

200 or so plants had died, there was also
evidence of an equal number of new
plants that had seeded themselves.

Additional photos will be available soon
via www.Calflora.org.

Tripp Mikich
Outreach and Communications

Photo: Tripp Mikich

TRUE GRIT: IN SEARCH OF
i THE TYPE LOCALITIES FOR

' TWO RARE SUNFLOWERS

Dr. Debra Ayres, retired UC Davis scien-
tist and EDC CNPS board member, has
{ been hot on the (historical) trail of Mary
BA® Katharine Layne Brandegee (Kate), leg-

@ endary botanist to whom we owe a great
B¢ deal of our knowledge of native plants in
our El Dorado County and Sierra foothills
region. The search for the “type locali-
ties” of two species of plants that were
new to science when Kate discovered
them in 1883 - Wjyethia reticulata E.
Greene (EI Dorado mule ears), and
Packera layneae (Greene) W.A. Weber &
A, Love (Layne's ragwort) - began with
Debra's careful study of historical docu-
ments, original 1883 herbarium sheets,
and 150 year old maps provided by local
historian Doug Walker as the only infor-
mation on the exact locations was
“Sweetwater Creek” Then Debra, along
with Annie Walker and Tripp Mikich, and
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Deb Ayres and Annie Walker hunting for type locality for Wyethia reticulata.
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DEATH OF A DEAR FRIEND
TO THE CHAPTER

We were deeply saddened to hear of the
passing of Janet Gerland. Janet died on
July 19, 2014 after a courageous battle
with bile duct cancer. She was 54 years
old. Janet was first known to chapter
members through her work at Cornflow-
er Farms and her endless support during
our twice yearly plants sales in the early
years of the chapter. Janet and Corn-
flower Farms made it possible to offer to
our customers high quality plants to our
customers with little financial risk to the
chapter. Janet would arrive at each plant
sale with a truck load of goodies and
then charge us wholesale only for what
was sold returning to Cornflower Farms
with the remaining plants. She cheerfully
stayed with us during the plant sale, of-
fering lots of terrific advice to those
wanting to buy plants and learn about
growing them. Our early plant sales
would not have been as diverse and suc-
cessful without Janet’s support. Her obi-

TRU E C!RlT (continued from page 2)

assisted by Pat Barron and others, and
with the cooperation of the BLM and
numerous private land-owners in the Res-
cue/Cameron Park/El Dorado Hills area,
headed out through the dense chaparral.
The trips took the intrepid explorers up
and down the steep and chamise-choked
serpentine and gab-bro hills and along the
poison oak-infested creek beds of Sweet-
water, Martel, and Crocker creeks. While
some of the bush-whacking resulted in
actual finds, including the lost gold-rush
town of Sweetwater, and yes, possibly
the type locality of Wyethia reticulata —
there was a lot of unsuccessful boonie
crashing covering much of the eight mile
length of Sweetwater Creek. But hey,
even the negative results are useful! Or so
Debra keeps tell-ing herself. A full report
on this project is the longterm goal of
Debra, and we look forward to her de-
tailed account "on the trail of Katharine
Brandegee, W. reticulata, and P. layneae,"
a true tale of the old west!

g
tuary in the Sacramento Bee called her a
“rock star in the Northern California
nursery business” — we could not agree
more. Please visit her memorial webpage
where you are encouraged to share your
memories of Janet - http://

bit.ly/1gHONLb

Packera Layneae was first discovered by
Mary Katharine Layne Brandegee in El
Droado County in 1883. Photos left and
above: Tripp Mikich.

NOVEMBER 25™ PROGRAM:
RISING FROM THE STARTHISTLE:
A NATIVE PLANT DEMONSTRA-
TION GARDEN TAKES SHAPE IN
PLACERVILLE

Master Gardeners of El Dorado County are
creating a large demonstration garden next
to El Dorado Center, Folsom Lake College,
off Missouri Flat Rd. One section of the
garden will be devoted entirely to native
plants. Master Gardener and CNPS board
member Alice Cantelow will discuss the
design elements, plants selected, and chal-
lenges encountered in creating the native
plant garden. Material presented will in-
clude how to make a scaled plot plan,
where to obtain native plants, best irriga-
tion practices, and excellent resources for
plant selection. Attendees are invited to a
free hands-on workshop Saturday Novem-
ber 22 at the garden itself from 1-3 PM,
weather permitting.

This program will be held on November
25. The program begins at 7 PM at the
Planning Commission Room, Building C,
2850 Fairlane Court, Placerville.

SEEKING NOMINATIONS FOR
CHAPTER OFFICERS

Our chapter has been lucky to have talent-
ed people step forward to help lead our
work on native plants. Several people on
the board are ready to try new things or
want to take a break. Let's help out by
stepping forward and filling the four vacant
(2 year) positions for the election to be
held at the program meeting on November
25. Positions for President, Vice President,
Treasurer and Secretary are open to CNPS
members who are interested in guiding the
chapter, organizing and helping out in the
business side of our work. If you would like
more information and details about the
positions, please contact Cindy Podsiadlo
(530-642-0648; clpodsiad-
lo@yahoo.com). Don't worry...we are
around to help ease you into the position,
and we are a friendly bunch of folks! The
board (about 12 people total; composed of
officers and program chairs) meets 6 times
per year. If you are interested in talking to
someone more generally about board ser-
vice, please contact Nominating Committee
member Annie Walker (530-626-3678;
agastache@att.net)
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FALL PLANT SALE 1
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 4
9AMTO 1PM

COUNTY BUILDINGS A & B
(DETAILS INSIDE NEWSLETTER)

For Updates Visit Us on the Web
www.eldoradoCNPS.org and

'j eldoradoCNPS

| CALIFORNIA
> NATIVE PLANT SOCIETY

DEDICATED TO THE
PRESERVATION OF
CALIFORNIA’S NATIVE FLORA

The California Native Plant Society is a
statewide nonprofit organization of ama-
teurs and professionals with a common
interest in California's native plants. The
mission of the Society is to conserve Cali-
fornia native plants and their natural hab-
itats, and increase understanding, appreci-
ation, and horticultural use of native
plants. Membership is open to all.

Membership includes the quarterly jour-
nal, Fremontia, the quarterly Bulletin,
which gives statewide news and an-
nouncements of Society activities and
conservation issues, and the chapter
newsletter Gold Field Notes. To join,
call our main office in Sacramento, (916)
447-2677, or visit www.cnps.org to join
online.

Placerville, CA 95667

California Native Plant Society

PRESIDENT
VICE PRESIDENT
SECRETARY

TREASURER
BOOKS/POSTERS

CHAPTER OFFICERS AND COMMITTEE CHAIRS

Vacant
Cindy Podsiadlo  (530) 642-0648

Doni Mae (530)672-2493
Alice Cantelow  (530)622-5306
Bonnie East (530) 417-1086

CLARK YOUTH FUND PROGRAM

CONSERVATION
Field Trips
HOSPITALITY

INVASIVE EXOTICS
MEMBERSHIP
PLANT SALEs
PROGRAMS

Jinnah Benn (916) 508-2982

Sue Britting (530) 295-8210
Diane Cornwall (530) 888-1404
Marty Oberlander (530) 333-1536

Pat Guge (530) 620-6583
Annie Walker (530) 626-3678
Ben Parks (530) 401-3499
Shellie Perry (530) 644-6335

Debra Ayres (530) 672-9976

WRIGHTS LAKE WILDFLOWER WALKS

Rich Wade (530) 644-7210

COMMUNICATIONS AND PUBLIC RELATIONS

WEB MASTER
NEWSLETTER

Tripp Mikich (530) 748-9365
Vacant
Sue Britting (530) 295-8210

clpodsiadlo@yahoo.com
donimae2001@yahoo.com

greendowell @att.net
redshldr.1002 @yahoo.com

jinnahbean@yahoo.com
britting @earthlink.net

dancing wildflowers@me.com
mober44@gmail.com
pguge@yahoo.com
agastache@att.net
baparks38@yahoo.com
seperry55@comcast.net
drayres@ucdavis.edu

rwade@spi-ind.com
trippdmnh@yahoo.com

britting @earthlink.net



