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Looking for a wildflower adventure close to home? Chapter member Sue Britting 

will lead us on a tour of wildflower hikes in El Dorado County. Beginning in the 

foothills and ending at the crest of the Sierra Nevada, this talk will highlight some 

of the unique plant communities and spectacular landscapes in El Dorado County. 

Starting early in the spring and heading up in elevation through to the fall, Sue will 

give a slide tour of hikes that you can take throughout the year. A handout describ-

ing the trips will also be available.  Sue Britting is a former president of the CNPS 

board of directors, and is passionate about the Sierra Nevada and the natural envi-

ronment in which she lives. We hope this presentation inspires you to attend one 

of our chapter’s upcoming plant walks that are described in this newsletter. 

 

This program will be held on March 25 and begins at 6:30 PM in the meeting 

room at the Placerville Library, 345 Fair Lane, Placerville. 

MARCH 25TH PROGRAM 

WANDERING IN EL DORADO COUNTY (MOSTLY) 

CALENDAR 

 

March 25 (Tuesday) 

  Program. 

Wandering in El Dorado County 

(mostly).  See note to right for details.   

 

April  5 (Saturday) 

  Plant sale. 

Twice yearly native plant sale.  See 

inside for details. 

 

April 9 (Wednesday) 

  Film. 

Taking Root: The Vision of the Wan-

gari Maathai.  Cozmic Café, Placer-

ville, Doors opens at 6 pm, film at 

6:30 pm; admission $3.    Hosted by 

the Maidu Group Sierra Club and Coa-

lition for Change.  For more infor-

mation contact John Le Pouvoir, (530) 

644-7295. 

  

April 12-19 

  Celebration. 

Native Plant Week was designated in 

2010 by the California legislature to 

celebrate our native flora.  Check out 

the website for details: https://

www.cnps.org/cnps/conservation/

nativeplantweek/ 

 

May 6 (Wednesday) 

  Film. 

The Big Fix. Cozmic Café, Placerville, 

Doors opens at 6 pm, film at 6:30 pm; 

admission $3.    Hosted by the Maidu 

Group Sierra Club and Coalition for 

Change.  For more information con-

tact John Le Pouvoir, (530) 644-7295  

 

May 27 (Tuesday) 

  Program. 

Landscaping with native plants.  See 

inside for details. 

 

Evening programs are held on the fourth 

Tuesday of January, March, May, July, 

September, and November, and begin at 

6:30 PM at the Placerville Library, 345 

Fair Lane, Placerville.     

The Thunder Mountain trail will be one of several walks featured in the program on March 

25.  Looking east toward Caples Lake and Kirkwood Meadows.  (Photo: Rich Wade) 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR PLANT SALE APRIL 5! 

If you are interested in helping with the sale, we still need people to help pre-

pare the plants on Friday and to assist with various tasks on Saturday.  Please 

contact Shellie Perry (530) 644-6335 if you can lend a hand.  



 Spring is nearly here and it’s time for our 

twice yearly plant sale.  Once again will 

be offering a great selection of native 

and drought tolerant plants that will 

grow well in our area.  Books on garden-

ing with native plants and natural history 

will also be available for sale. 

 

If you are new to gardening with native 

plants, there will be plenty of experi-

enced gardeners at the sale to answer 

your questions. 

 

This newsletter includes a list of plants 

that are likely to be at the sale so that 

you can plan ahead for your shopping 

trip.  As in recent sales, we will not be 

taking orders for plants prior to the sale, 

so make certain you come down when 

we first open at 9 AM for the best selec-

tion.  Cash or checks only; all sales are 

final. 

 

LOCATED BETWEEN COUNTY  

BUILDINGS A AND B 

 

The sale will be held at the El Dorado 

County Government Center between 

buildings A and B at 330 Fair Lane, Placer-

ville (across the street from the library).     

SPRING PLANT WALKS 

Please contact the trip leaders by the 

Wednesday prior to the hike to let them 

know you will be attending 

March 29 (Sunday) 

Cothrin Ranch to Wetsel-Oviatt Mill 

(Placerville Branch of the Southern Pacific) 

Meeting Time and Meeting Place:  Meet at 

10 AM along the tracks just south of Deer 

Creek on Latrobe Road.  From El Dorado 

Hills, drive south on Latrobe Road until 

you cross the Deer Creek Bridge.  Go a 

little bit farther and you will see a dirt 

parking area on the right (west side) of the 

road.  There is room for at least 6 vehi-

cles.  

Duration;  We will probably be back to 

our cars by 3 PM.  

Description:  We will walk about a mile on 

the railroad tracks to see a probable vernal 

pool.  Along the way we will be walking 

close to  Deer Creek which is quite beauti-

ful this time of year. The scenery is quite 

spectacular this time of year. We can also 

see plenty of open green pasture, and 

some spring wildflowers.   If the vernal 

pool is ready, we can see Toothed Calico-

flower (Downingia cuspidata), and an un-

known species of Button- Celery 

(Eryngium).  There is a partial plant list.  If 

you would like a copy please let me know. 

The railroad was built sometime in the 

1860’s.  At that time it was the Placerville 

and Sacramento Valley Railroad.  The sec-

ond railroad west of the Mississippi.  A 

Cothrin daughter used to catch the train 

and ride it to school in Folsom.  (Personal 

communication, Doug Walker). 

Level of Difficulty:  Easy.  Except—there 

are two trestle bridges to cross, they are 

quite sturdy, but have wide openings be-

tween the ties and you can look down at 

the water below.   Some people might not 

like that. 

Contact: Annie at agastache@att.net

(preferred) or phone, 530 626-3678.   

  

April 13 (Sunday) 

No Hands Bridge, North Fork American 

River, El Dorado County 

Meeting time and location: 10 am at the 

beginning of the trail(green gate #150) to 

No hands Bridge on Hwy 49, south of the 

bridge over the North Fork of the Ameri-

can River. Parking is free on Hwy 49 and 

parking in the Quarry Parking Lot across 

the highway is $10. 

Duration: 2 hours 

Description: We will walk to the other side 

of No hands Bridge and down to the river 

on a steep little trail to see the spring flow-

ers on the cobbles including Sicklepod 

rockcress (Boechera sparsiflora), then we 

will continue on the Western States Trail, 

which goes to Auburn, to a locality of the 

Silverback fern (Pentagramma pallida) and 

on to see some of the other spring flowers. 

We will come back the same way and will 

have walked about two miles. 

Level of difficulty: Easy except for the little 

trail to the river cobbles which is short but 

difficult. 

Bring: Hat and sunscreen, water, lunch and 

sturdy shoes and hand lens (optional) 

Contact: Diane Cornwall, dancingwidflow-

ers@me.com, (530)888-1404 

 

April 19 (Saturday) 

Windy Point Trail, near Colfax 

Meeting Time And Place: Raley's in Auburn 

at 9:00 am. Very important to carpool as 

the parking at Windy Point is extremely 

limited. 

Duration: 5 hours 

Description: From Auburn we will take I-

80 east to Colfax, to Canyon Way and 

then to Iowa Hill Rd. We will make two 

flower stops in the 3.1 miles to the North 

Fork American River. One for the Sierra 

Fawn Lily (Erthronium multiscapoideum) 

and the other for a serpentine area. It is .8 

mile past the river to the parking area for 

Windy Point.  The wildflower display is a  

carpet of purples, blues, yellows and or-

anges if our timing is right and beautiful 

vistas. The trail is 1.5 miles one way with 

700 feet elevation loss. There is a plant list 

available. 

Difficulty: Moderate to difficult. Trail is 

narrow in places with rocks and steep drop

-offs. 

Bring: Hat, sunscreen, water, lunch, bug 

repellent, boots and hand lens and camera 

(optional) 

Contact: Diane Cornwall, dancingwild-

flowers@me.com, (530)888-1404 

 

May (to be determined) 

Lava Caps, Eldorado National Forest 

Contact: Annie at agastache@att.net

(preferred) or phone, 530 626-3678.   

 

May 4 (Sunday) 

Traverse Creel Botanical Interest Area, El 

Dorado County 

Meeting time and location: 9:00 am at the 

main parking lot. From Placerville take 

Hwy 49 north about one mile to Hwy 193 

towards Georgetown, after several miles 

turn right on Meadowbrook Road to the 

intersection with Bear Creek Road go 

across the road and park.  From 

Georgetown take 193 towards Garden  

_________________________ 
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MAY 27TH PROGRAM: 

LANDSCAPING WITH 

NATIVE PLANTS 

 

Join landscape architect Karin Kaufman for 

a presentation on landscaping with native 

plants.  Karin loves creating beautiful, func-

tional spaces and landscapes for outdoor 

living. Her commitment to environmental-

ly friendly design comes from both her 

great love of the outdoors and from early 

in her career, when she worked under one 

of the leaders of the sustainability move-

ment in Southern California. Whether it be 

for public use or a private home, Karin 

strives to incorporate innovative storm-

water management techniques, sustainable 

community design, and the use of renewa-

ble and recycled materials.  Read more 

about Karen and her firm located in Neva-

da City at    

http://karinkaufman.net/  Karen is also au-

thor of a recent publication on native 

plants.  See article to the right for more 

information.   

 

This program will be held on May 27 and 

begins at 6:30 PM in the meeting room at 

the Placerville Library, 345 Fair Lane, 

Placerville. 

LIVING WILD is the essential modern day 

guidebook to native plants in the Sierra 

Nevada. It offers gardening advice for 

over 90 plant species, 70 gourmet food 

recipes which use local leaves, nuts, and 

berries, as well as plant medicine reme-

dies for common health conditions. Filled 

with beautiful illustrations and color pho-

tographs, this book invites one in, offer-

ing a true sense of place and deepening 

one’s connection to the outdoors. 

 

100% of LIVING WILD book profits sup-

port environmental and cultural conser-

vation in the Sierra Nevada. 

www.flickerpress.com 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED:  BE A 

DOCENT AT WRIGHT’S LAKE 

Once again Rich Wade is organizing wild-
flower walks at the Wright’s Lake 
Campground on Saturday mornings late 

June through mid-August. These hikes 

held at 10 AM for 1-2 hours are intended 

as an introduction to the plants of the 

Wright’s Lake area for those who are 

camping or traveling in the area. Rich is 

looking for CNPS volunteers to lead the 

hikes. Contact Rich Wade (530-635 
5663; rwade@spi-ind.com) for more 

information. 

SPRING WALKS (cont.) 

Valley and make a left on Bear creek 

Road to the intersection with Meadow 

Brook Road and you will see the parking 

lot on the left. 

Duration: 2 to 3 hours 

Description: This is an incredibly rich ser-

pentine area with a variety of habitats. 

Plant list is available. Check out our web-

site for a full description: http://

eldoradocnps.org/about-places/traverse-

creek 

Level of difficulty: Easy, about 2 miles, 

rocky in places. 

Bring: water, snack, sturdy shoes, bug re-

pellent, sunscreen and hat 

Contact: Diane Cornwall, (530) 888-

1404, dancingwildflowers@me.com 

 

June 7 (Saturday) 

Lake Clementine Area, Placer County 

Meeting time and location: We will car-

pool from the Raley's parking lot in Au-

burn at 8:30am and from the Holiday 

market in Cool at 8:15am. The starting 

point for the walk near Lake Clementine 

will be determined a couple of weeks be-

fore the walk. 

Duration: 1 to 2 hours 

Description: This rare shrub, Oval-Leaved 

Viburnum (Viburnum ellipticum) blooms a 

couple of weeks in June. There are several 

locations near Lake Clementine to spot 

this shrub. We will see this in bloom and 

any other late bloomers. 

Level of Difficulty: This will depend on 

chosen walk. These vary from easy to 

moderate. 

Bring: Water, snack, bug spray, hat, sun-

screen, and sturdy shoes. 

Contact: Diane Cornwall, dancing wild-

flowers@me.com, (530) 888-1404 

 

June 14, Saturday 

Forest Service Road 10N57, El Dorado 

County 

Meeting Time and Place: 9:00 A.M., at 

the Perry household, 6311 Sly Park Road. 

Duration:  You can stay for a couple 

hours, or all day- your choice. 

Description: A slow ramble and picnic in a 

cool, mid-elevation riparian area near 

Camp Creek. We will see lovelies such as 

Western Azalea (Rhododendron occi-

dentale), Queen’s Cup (Clintonia uniflo-

ra), Twayblade (Listera convallaroides) 

and Bog Orchid (Platanthera sparsiflora), 

along with some beautiful, old-growth 

trees. There will be optional short walks 

to one or two other interesting spots. 

Difficulty: Very easy.  

Bring: Food, drink, hat, bug juice, a towel 

if you want to jump in the creek. 

Co nt ac t :  S he l l i e  Pe r r y ;  s ep er -

ry55@comcast.net; 530-644-6335. 

RECENT BOOK ON SIERRA NEVADA NATIVE PLANTS 

Stepping stones and plantings in garden 

designed by Karen Kaufman.  

(Photo: karinkaufman.net) 
___________________________  
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El Dorado Chapter 

California Native Plant Society 

P.O. Box 1948 

Placerville, CA  95667 

March-April 2014 

DEDICATED TO THE  

PRESERVATION OF  

CALIFORNIA’S NATIVE FLORA 

 

The California Native Plant Society is a 

statewide nonprofit organization of ama-

teurs and professionals with a common 

interest in California's native plants.  The 

mission of the Society is to conserve Cali-

fornia native plants and their natural hab-

itats, and increase understanding, appreci-

ation, and horticultural use of native 

plants. Membership is open to all. 

 

Membership includes the quarterly jour-

nal, Fremontia, the quarterly Bulletin, 

which gives statewide news and an-

nouncements of Society activities and 

conservation issues, and the chapter 

newsletter Gold Field Notes.  To join, 

call our main office in Sacramento, (916) 

447-2677, or visit www.cnps.org to join 

online. 

CHAPTER OFFICERS AND COMMITTEE CHAIRS 

 

PRESIDENT   Rosemary Carey  (530) 620-3631   rosemarycarey@comcast.net  

VICE PRESIDENT  Cindy Podsiadlo  (530) 642-0648  clpodsiadlo@yahoo.com 

SECRETARY  Doni Mae    (530)672-2493    donimae2001@yahoo.com 

TREASURER  Alice Cantelow   (530)622-5306    greendowell@att.net 

BOOKS/POSTERS  Bonnie East          (530) 417-1086 redshldr.1002@yahoo.com             

CLARK YOUTH FUND PROGRAM  

  Jinnah Benn  (916) 508-2982  jinnahbean@yahoo.com    
CONSERVATION  Sue Britting  (530) 295-8210  britting@earthlink.net 

Field Trips  Diane Cornwall (530) 888-1404 dancing wildflowers@me.com  

HOSPITALITY  Marty Oberlander (530) 333-1536  mober44@gmail.com 

  Pat Guge  (530) 620-6583   pguge@yahoo.com 

INVASIVE EXOTICS Annie Walker  (530) 626-3678   agastache@att.net 

MEMBERSHIP    Ben Parks   (530) 401-3499  baparks38@yahoo.com  

PLANT SALES    Shellie Perry  (530) 644-6335  seperry55@comcast.net 

PROGRAMS  Debra Ayres   (530) 672-9976 drayres@ucdavis.edu  

WRIGHTS LAKE WILDFLOWER WALKS 

  Rich Wade  (530) 644-7210  rwade@spi-ind.com  

COMMUNICATIONS AND PUBLIC RELATIONS   

 Tripp Mikich    (530) 748-9365  trippdmnh@yahoo.com 

WEB MASTER  Steve Tyron  (530) 622-6567  artdoc@calweb.com 

NEWSLETTER     Sue Britting   (530) 295-8210  britting@earthlink.net 

 

For Updates Visit Us on the Web 

www.eldoradoCNPS.org and 

 

                    eldoradoCNPS 

 

Spring Plant Sale 
 

Saturday, April 5 

9 am to 1 pm 
 

Between County Buildings A & B 

See details inside 


