
 
Landscape Analysis and Design 

Debra Ayres 

drayres@ucdavis.edu 



Upcoming CNPS talks 

ÂMeeting Date    Title / Speaker   

Â Nov. 26 2013 Landscape Analysis  /       Debra Ayres  

Â Jan 28 2014 Fungi of the Sierra Nevada /                        
 Daniel Nicholson  

ÂMar 25 2014 Landscaping with Native Plants /       
 Karin Kaufman  

ÂMay 27 2014 Wildflowers and Wandering in El Do County/
 Sue Britting  

Â July 28, 2014 Butterflies and Their Plant interactions /  
 Greg Kareofelas  

Â Sept 23 2014 California Native Plants for your garden /
 Nancy Gilbert  

 



New York Times Nov. 2013 



Importance of natural habitat 

 



Landscape Analysis Questionnaire 

ÂDebra Ayres 

Âdrayres@ucdavis.edu 

ÂñQuestionnaireò in Subject Line 



Developing a Plan 



Developing a Plan 

ÂBase Map development  
 

Â House located on site 

Â Rooms, doors, windows 
located in house 

ÂWill locate utility lines, 
existing trees you want to 
keep, etc.  

Â Drawn on velum (tracing 
paper) 

Â Photocopies or blueprints 
allow rough drafts 



Developing a Plan 

Â Results of analysis 

(questionnaire) identified in a 

copy of the base map 



Developing a Plan 

ÂñBubble Diagramò  

Â Solutions to analysis roughed in 

with bubbles on a base map 

copy 



Developing a Plan 



Developing a Plan 

ÂMaster Plan 

Â Incorporates solutions to 

problems and features desired 

in the landscape 

Â Copies are made for: 

ïPlant plan 

ïIrrigation system design 

 



Front yard makeover in a 1950s garden 



Birdõs eye view sketch 



Landscape Analysis 
Sick Sycamore 

Boring front walk 

Need buffer at street corner 

Narrow, unusable porch 

LAWN everywhere 



Landscape Solutions 

Remove sycamore ï cover underground 

roots and trunk with new walkway and 

mound 

New welcoming walk section steps 

between mounds 

Mound created at corner from rolled up 

lawn and topsoil 

Porch expanded with new deck; railing 

removed; azaleas and Japanese 

maples replanted 

Lawn removed and replaced with mostly 

native plants and decorative 

aggregates 



Landscape Solutions 

Remove sycamore ï cover underground 

roots and trunk with new walkway and 

mound 



Landscape Solutions 

New welcoming walk section steps 

between mounds 



Landscape Solutions 

 

Mound created at corner from rolled up 

lawn and topsoil 



Corner Mound 



Corner Mound 



Landscape Solutions 

 

Porch expanded with new deck; railing 

removed; azaleas and Japanese 

maples replanted 



Landscape Solutions 

Lawn removed and replaced with mostly 

native plants and decorative 

aggregates (bark, river cobbles, 

crushed rock) 



Lawn removed and replaced with natives 



Lawn removed and replaced with natives 



Landscape Evolution 

      2009          2011             2012              2013 



Landscape Analysis ð a foothill example 

Entry too linear 

 

Turkeys kick bark over walk; deer break shrub 

branches going to and from beds 

 

Unnecessary lawn 

 

Fountain surrounded by circle of serpentine 

crushed rock 



Landscape Solutions ð a foothill example 

 

Turkeys kick bark over walk; deer break shrub 

branches going to and from beds 

Replace bark with river cobbles 

 



Landscape Solutions ð a foothill example 

Entry too linear 

Unify both sides of walk with similar plants 

and river cobbles = 1 garden 

Use wrought iron bed as a divider to break up 

linearity 

 

Unnecessary lawn 

Lawn removed to create unified garden 

 






