
Grasses, sedges and rushes 

include 

 Juncaceae  (rushes) 
 Cyperaceae  (sedges) 
 Poaceae  (grasses) 





Juncaceae  (rushes) 

 World 

-   about 7 genera 

-   about 440 species 

 California 

-   2 genera (Juncus and Luzula) 

-   about 75 species (majority in Juncus) 

 World distribution 

widespread, chiefly cool temperate or montane 

 Economic uses 

baskets etc.; few ornamentals 



Juncaceae distribution 









Luzula 



Luzula 

flower 



Juncus falcatus 
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Cyperaceae  (sedges) 

 World 

-   about 100 genera 

-   over 5000 species 

 California 

-   about 20 genera 

-   about 250 species 

 World distribution 

more or less cosmopolitan, especially wetter  

 temperate areas 

 Economic uses 

baskets etc.; some food plants; some ornamentals 



Cyperaceae distribution 







Scirpus cyperinus 
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Cyperus 





Carex 



Carex 



Poaceae   (Gramineae)   (grasses) 

 World 

-   about 780 genera 

-   about 12,000 species 

 California 

-   about 117 genera 

-   about 328 native species and 275 non-native naturalised 

 World distribution 

cosmopolitan 

 Economic uses 

cereal crops (wheat, rice, maize etc.); fodder plants; 

 sugar canes; garden and ornamental 



Poaceae distrubution 







© Offwell Woodland and Wildlife Trust 



© Offwell Woodland and Wildlife Trust  



    Grass spikelet 

 

(with several florets) 

Grass floret 
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Briza 





Sorghum 



Comparison of flowers of three families 



Grasses sedges and rushes 

 Sedges have edges, rushes are round, and grasses 

are hollow right up from the ground 

 

 Sedges have edges, rushes are round, and grasses 

have knees that bend to the ground 

 


