
Angiosperms:  
the flowering plants 

Or The Phylogeny of Vascular Plants continued…. 
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Flower parts are modified leaves 



Phylogeny of Vascular Plants 





Monocots – flower parts in 3s 

Dichelostemma multiflorum, Nevada 
County, Mary Sue Ittner 

Calochortus suberba, Traverse Creek, 
Deb Ayres 

Lilium pardalinum 
Iris douglasiana, Matilija Nursery 



Monocots – Grasses, Sedges, Rushes 



Dicots – flower parts in 4s & 5s 

Flower parts in 4s Flower parts in 5s 



The Ovary – position and fruit 

 The ovary contains carpels that contain 
the seeds (ovules) 



The Ovary – position and fruit 

 An ovary below the sepals is “inferior”; an 
ovary on top of the stamens is “superior”  



The Ovary – position and fruit 

 The ovary becomes the fruit which can be 
dry (sunflower “seeds”) or fleshy 



Flower parts and arrangement 

Floral Formula 
 Symmetry ✳ or ┼ or “Z” for zygomorphic 

 Sexuality  

 # sepals = Ca# (Calyx) 

 # petals = Co# (Corolla) 

 # stamens = A# (Androecium) 

 # carpels – G# (Gynoecium) 

 Ovary position is indicated by a line under 
(= sup.) or over (= inf.) the G. 

 () or a O indicate fused parts 

 



Examples of floral formulas 


