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Classification: superfamily Apoidea

Diversity: 25,000 species in 7 families

Distribution: six continents; diverse in tropics

Evolution: co-evolved with flowering plants

Ecology: pollinators of most flowering plants

Behavior: most are solitary; some are social

Human use: pollination, honey, & wax
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Co-evolution of bees and flowers
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Bees as parasites of other bees
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Evolution of social behavior in bees
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Bumblebee (Bombus)

Bee families: Apidae



Bee families: Apidae

Honey bee (Apis)
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Agapostemon

Bee families: sweat bees (Halictidae)

Alex Wild



Bee families: sweat bees (Halictidae)

Lasioglossum
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Bee families: mining bees (Andrenidae)

Andrena
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Andrena

Calliopsis
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Bee families: leafcutter bees 
(Megachilidae)

Megachile
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Megachile

Osmia
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Honey bees

Worker

Queen

Drone
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Neonicotinoids
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Habitat Loss



Disease
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Provide free housing
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Provide free food
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Provide bare ground

More than 70% of bee species 
nest in the ground
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Don’t buy wildflower honey
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Further Reading
The Xerces Society

dylanorionburge.com
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