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Part 1. Introduction to native bees



Introduction to bees

Classification: superfamily Apoidea
Diversity: 25,000 species in /7 families
Distribution: six continents; diverse in tropics
Evolution: co-evolved with flowering plants
Ecology: pollinators of most flowering plants
Behavior: most are solitary; some are social

Human use: pollination, honey, & wax
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Bees as parasite







Bee families: Apidae

Bumblebee (Bombus)
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Bee families: Apidae










Bee families: mining bees (Andrenid

Wikimedia commons
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Bee families: leafcutter bees
(Megachilidae)
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Part 2. Native bees versus domestic bees



Honey bees
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Part 3. What's killing all the bees?



Neonicotinoids




Habitat Loss
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Part 4. The science of native bees
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Part 6. You can help native bees
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