
Borage and Phlox Families 



Boraginaceae (Forget-me-not) 
Mostly herbs, but note Yerba Santa 
Herbs are hairy 
111 species 
5 rare 
13 on serpentine 
Phacelia 24 species (used to be placed in 

a different family – Hydrophyllaceae  
which is now a sub-family of Borage) 

Plagiobothrys 19 species 
 



*K(5) C(5) A5 G(4) nutlets 





Small white-flowered meadow annuals 

 



Scorpioid cyme inflorescence 

 



“Fiddleneck” 

(helicoid) cyme 

inflorescence 

 

4 native to El 

Dorado County 

 

Ag weed 

 



Polemoniaceae (Phlox) 

Mostly herbs 

71species 

4 rare 

9 on serpentine 

California is a hotspot for this family -17 

genera and over 170 species occur. 

Navarretia - 24 species in the county 

 



*K(5) C(5) A5 G(3) 

Differences from Borages: 

 
Fruit is a capsule (NOT nutlets) 

Inflorescence is not coiled 



*K(5) C(5) A5 G(3) 



N. prolifera ssp. prolifera  Photos by Steve Perry   



Gilia capitata 

Ipomopsis aggregata  

Leptodactylon pungens 




